
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
MARCH 14, 2021 | AT HOME 

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
MACON, GEORGIA 



WELCOME! 
Welcome in the Lord’s name to St. Paul's Episcopal Church. No matter who you are and where 
you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome! You bless us with your presence. We have 
been gathering for over 150 years as a community to worship God and demonstrate our faith in 
our daily lives. We are currently gathering online, each in our own space, yet praising God 

together. We are delighted you are joining us, and hope to see you at future parish events. 

 
ABOUT LENT 

Early Christians observed "a season of penitence and fasting" in preparation for the Paschal feast, 
or Pascha (BCP, pp. 264-265). The season is now known as Lent (from an Old English word 
meaning "spring," the time of lengthening days). This fast became attached to another fast of forty 
days, in imitation of Christ's fasting in the wilderness. The forty-day fast was especially important 
for converts to the faith who were preparing for baptism, and for those guilty of notorious sins 
who were being restored to the Christian assembly. In the Western Church the forty days of Lent 
extend from Ash Wednesday through Holy Saturday, omitting Sundays. The last three days of 
Lent are the sacred Triduum of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. All 
Christians are invited "to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by 
prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God's holy Word" (BCP, p. 
265). 

 
COVER PHOTO 

“Christ our Light” 20th century   
Stained glass located at Holy Rosary Priory in Bushey, United Kingdom. 
Based on our Gospel reading today, John 3:14-21.  
Notes about the work: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life...those who do what is true come to 
the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God." John 3:16, 21 
"In his commentary on Genesis, 'De Genesi ad Litteram,' Augustine reflected on the meaning of 
the words 'Fiat lux" ("And light was made") and brought into the theological tradition a perennial 
interest in the theology of light and of vision. Augustine notes that light was the first creature 
made out of 'nothing.' As the 'first incarnation' of God's Word, light is the supreme example of 
God's beauty or form. Moreover, since light is incorporeal, it is the most spiritual of all 
'creatures.' And since light is not only incorporeal but also visible, it is the ultimate mediator 
between the visible and the invisible, the material and the immaterial." 
 
 
 



HOLY EUCHARIST: A PENITENTIAL ORDER, RITE I 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

*indicates people stand | BCP is Book of Common Prayer | Hymnal 1982  
 

Prelude                                                                                   
The Congregation is seated in silence in preparation for worship.                                                                        
*Hymn In Procession             “Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness”                      Hymn 339 
1 Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness, 
leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 
come into the daylight’s splendor; 
there with joy thy praises render 
unto him whose grace unbounded 
hath this wondrous banquet founded; 
high o’er all the heavens he reigneth, 
yet to dwell with thee he deigneth. 
2 Sun, who all my life dost brighten; 
Light, Who dost my soul enlighten; 
Joy the best that any knoweth; 
Fount, whence all my being floweth; 
at thy feet I cry, my Maker, 
let me be a fit partaker 
of this blessed food from heaven, 
for our good, thy glory, given. 
3 Jesus, Bread of life, I pray thee, 
let me gladly here obey thee; 
never to my hurt invited, 
be thy love with love requited; 
from this banquet let me measure, 
Lord, how vast and deep it's treasure; 
through the gifts thou here dost give me 
as thy guest in heaven receive me. 

*Opening Acclamation                                                                        BCP, p. 319 
 Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins;  
 People: His mercy endureth for ever.  
 

The Decalogue:  Traditional        BCP, p. 317 



(The People kneel) 
Celebrant: God spake these words, and said: I am the Lord thy God who brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have none other gods 
but me. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image, nor the likeness of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the water under the earth; thou shalt not bow 
down to them, nor worship them. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Thou shalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Honor thy father and thy mother. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Thou shalt do no murder. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Thou shalt not steal. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Thou shalt not covet. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and write all these thy laws in our hearts, 
we beseech thee.  
 

Sentences          BCP, p. 319 
 

The Confession of Sin        BCP, p. 320 
Reader: Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity 
with your neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God, 
and walking from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and make your humble 
confession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling.  
Silence may be kept 

Almighty and most merciful father, we have erred and strayed from thy ways 
like lost sheep, we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own 



hearts, we have offended against thy holy laws, we have left undone those 
things which we ought to have done, and we have done those things which 
we ought not to have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, spare thou 
those who confess their faults, restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a 
godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  

The Priest, stands and says 
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.  
People: Amen.  

Sentences                                                                                                        BCP, p. 332 

The Kyrie                                                                                                           Hymn S-88 

*The Collect                                                                                              BCP, p. 264 
 Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And with thy spirit. 
 Celebrant: Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray 
from thy ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 
and hold fast the unchangeable truth of thy Word, Jesus Christ thy Son; who with thee and 
the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, for ever and ever.  
People: Amen 
 

Please be seated for the lessons. 
THE WORD OF GOD 

First Reading                                                                                            Numbers 21:4-9 
A reading from the Book of Numbers. 
From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 
Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and 
against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For 
there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent 
poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 
The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and 
against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the 
people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and 
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and 



put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the 
serpent of bronze and live.  
 Reader:      The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual: Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22                                                         Confitemini Domino 
1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, * 

and his mercy endures for ever. 

2 Let all those whom the LORD has redeemed proclaim * 
that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe. 

3 He gathered them out of the lands; * 
from the east and from the west, 
from the north and from the south. 

17 Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; * 
they were afflicted because of their sins. 

18 They abhorred all manner of food * 
and drew near to death's door. 

19 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, * 
and he delivered them from their distress. 

20 He sent forth his word and healed them * 
and saved them from the grave. 

21 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his mercy * 
and the wonders he does for his children. 

22 Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and tell of his acts with shouts of joy. 
 

Second Lesson                                                                                  Ephesians 2:1-10 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. 
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the 
course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work among those who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of 
our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of 
wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which 
he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ-- by grace you have been saved-- and raised us up with him and seated us with him 
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the 



immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you 
have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God-- not the 
result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
 Reader:         The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

The Gospel                                                                                                      John 3:14-21 
 Reader:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
 People: Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may 
have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not 
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not 
believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has 
come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were 
evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may 
not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly 
seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 Reader:         The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People:  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
Sermon                                                                             The Rev. Bryan Hinson 

*The Nicene Creed                   BCP, p. 326 

The Prayers of the People (kneeling) Form I                                               BCP p. 383 
Reader: With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, 
have mercy."  
For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of our 
souls, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, especially for the 
wholeness of the Anglican Communion; for our companion and partner Diocese of Cape 
Coast, Ghana; and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For ++Michael, +Rob, and +Don our bishops, and Bryan+ and Gary+ our priests; for all 



the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For Macon-Bibb County, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let 
us pray to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let 
us pray to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering; 
we pray especially for those on our long and short term prayer lists; let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy.  

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and 
captives, and for all who remember and care for them; and for the ministries we are called 
to serve, especially Appleton Episcopal Ministries, Campus Ministry, Daybreak, Haitian 
Hope, Loaves and Fishes, Path to Shine, St. Paul Apartments and Weekend Lunch. Let us 
pray to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation; for all those 
affected by severe weather, natural disasters, and other tragedies, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray 
to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy. 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us 
pray to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy. 
In the communion of blessed Paul and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one 
another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 
People: To thee, O Lord our God. 
 

The Peace                                                                                                           BCP, p. 332 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

 Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 People         And with thy spirit. 



THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory Sentence   

The Great Thanksgiving                Eucharistic Prayer I                                     BCP, p. 333  
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, faces them and sings or says  

Sursum Corda 
 Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
 People And with thy spirit. 
 Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
 People We lift them up unto the Lord. 

 Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.  
 People It is meet and right so to do.  

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds adding the proper preface for Lent 
 “It is very meet, right, and our bounded duty… evermore praising thee, and saying,” 

*Sanctus                                                                                           Spoken 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest.   

During Lent we kneel during the Eucharistic prayers. Then the Celebrant continues. 

“All glory be to thee … O Father Almighty, world without end.” 
 People  AMEN.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer                    BCP, p.336  
Celebrant:  And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 Breaking of the Bread        BCP, p.337 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.  A period of silence is kept. 

Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  
In Lent, Alleluia is omitted. 
 



Fraction Anthem                                                                                                  Spoken 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
 have mercy upon us. 
 O Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, 
 have mercy upon us. 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
 grant us thy peace.  
 

The Prayer of Humble Access                                                                    BCP, p. 337 

Celebrant and People  

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same 
Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.  
 

The Invitation to Holy Communion       BCP, p.338 
 

Post Communion Prayer                                                                      BCP, p. 339 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost 
feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious  
Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby 
of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members 
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all 
faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. 
And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy 
grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good 
works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn                     “Jerusalem, my happy home”                                 Hymn 620 
1 Jerusalem, my happy home, 
when shall I come to thee? 
When shall my sorrows have an end? 
Thy joys when shall I see? 



2 Thy saints are crowned with glory great; 
they see God face to face; 
they triumph still, they still rejoice 
in that most happy place. 
3 There David stands with harp in hand 
as master of the choir: 
ten thousand times would one be blest 
who might this music hear. 
4 Our Lady sings Magnificat 
with tune surpassing sweet, 
and blessed martyrs' harmony 
doth ring in every street. 
5 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
God grant that I may see 
thine endless joy, and of the same 
partaker ever be! 
Blessing 

Dismissal                                                                                             BCP, p. 339 
The Deacon, or Celebrant, sends us forth into the world; the people respond 
  People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude                                                             
                                      
 
 

Please consider joining us for Drive-Through Communion in the Parish House 
parking lot. Available from 11—11:30 am.  

 
 
 

 
 

                                               

 
 



ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

CLERGY 
The Rt. Rev. Robert C. Wright, Bishop 

The Rt. Rev. Don A. Wimberly, Assisting Bishop 
The Rev. Bryan Hinson, Priest-in-Charge 

The Rev. Dr. Gary Abbott, Retired Priest-in-Residence 
 

STAFF 
Nadine Cheek, Organist/Choirmaster 

Dena Hobbs, Campus Ministry 
Leah Lowndes, Parish Administrator 

Akram Saymeh, Bookkeeper 
Mary Patmon, Custodian 

 

VESTRY MEMBERS 
Teri Kramer, Treasurer | Russell Lewis, Interim Chancellor | Tamika Sanders, Clerk 

Class of 2021 
Teri Kramer 

Nancy Ogilvie 
Word Train 

Class of 2022 
Billie Abbott 

Andrea Freeman 
Sean McCrackin 

Class of 2023 
Preston Aldridge 
Danny Greene 
Kathy Sprenger 

 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR ARE GIVEN  TO THE GLORY OF GOD  
 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Prayer Lists  
 

We pray for those on our parish prayer list: Betty, Bubber, Casey, Dakota, Dawson, 
Jamie, Jim, Kay, Terri, the Vane family, Wesley, the Wilcox family  
 

We pray for those on our long term parish prayer list:  Beatrice, Betty, Blair, the 
Broome family, Carol, Cathy, the Coley family, Donna, Frank, George, the Gregory family, 
Jim, Judy, Kimberly, Mike, Rebecca, Richard, Vernon  
 

We pray for our ministries with: Appleton Episcopal Ministries, Campus Ministry, Day-
break, Haitian Hope, Loaves and Fishes, Path to Shine, St. Paul’s Apartments and Village, 
and Weekend Lunch. 


