Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
With great joy and thanksgiving to God, I announce our regathering in church!
Starting Palm Sunday (March 28, 2021), as we remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into
Jerusalem, we will reclaim our worship space at 10am and once again praise God
together!
As we near what seems to be the end of a year-long Lent, I want to express gratitude
for our faithful community. While our worship in one space was suspended, St. Paul’s remained united in
Sunday video worship, week night Compline, outdoor worship, outreach efforts, and maintaining our
many ministries. While we have lost much, but through great effort of many we continued to be the Body
of Christ in relationship and faith. Thanks be to God, the church never closed, we adapted!
We have achieved this milestone of recovery from the pandemic due to diligent efforts to keep one
another healthy. Lower pandemic statistics and increasing vaccinations allow us to begin to return to in
person activity. The diocese has released new Regathering Protocols that allow us to return to indoor
worship. It will not be akin to flipping the light switch back on. Rather, it will be more like turning up a
dimmer switch. We must remain diligent in our many efforts (hand washing, masks wearing, social
distancing, etc) so that COVID-19 will go the way of small pox and polio, largely in the past.
Many diocesan guidelines remain in effect. Along with this joyful announcement, I want to share with you
what to expect in returning to in person worship and regathering to come.
• No registration will be necessary to come to Sunday worship at 10am
• Please do not come to church if you have any symptoms of cold, flu, or COVID
• If you attend worship and contract COVID, contact the Parish Office immediately.
• An usher will record contact information as you arrive for contact tracing (if necessary).
• Ushers will seat you in an appropriately spaced pew (sorry if it is not your ‘regular’ location).
• Our main worship space is limited to 50 people
• Overflow will worship in Beckwith Chapel, limited to 20, via a live stream of the service
• If attendance is over 70, we will adapt.
• Masks are required at all times
• We will have live music, but no singing
• There will be no procession, no physical passing the peace, no nursery
• We will celebrate Eucharist in one kind (bread only); communion will be delivered to you
• Restroom use should be limited; use your discretion.
• We are expected to maintain safe distance (6 feet) at all times and not to linger after worship.
Anticipate and celebrate indoor, in person worship from Palm Sunday to every Sunday at 10am into the
future. Our Holy Week worship schedule will be announced soon. For Easter Sunday, we will have an
outdoor Sunrise Easter service at 8am (an abbreviated Great Easter Vigil), along with regular 10am
worship.
Currently, the Regathering Protocols only allow indoor gathering for worship. The parish will be notified
as we are allowed to come together for other meetings, gatherings, and ministry. We are still allowed to
meet safely outdoors for other events and activities, and will do so when appropriate. There are probably
many questions, which will be answered with time. There is only one thing left to say to the people of St.
Paul’s ...
WELCOME HOME!
God’s Peace,
Bryan+

