
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
MARCH 7, 2021 | AT HOME 

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
MACON, GEORGIA 



WELCOME! 
Welcome in the Lord’s name to St. Paul's Episcopal Church. No matter who you are and where 
you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome! You bless us with your presence. We have 
been gathering for over 150 years as a community to worship God and demonstrate our faith in 
our daily lives. We are currently gathering online, each in our own space, yet praising God 

together. We are delighted you are joining us, and hope to see you at future parish events. 

 
ABOUT LENT 

Early Christians observed "a season of penitence and fasting" in preparation for the Paschal feast, 
or Pascha (BCP, pp. 264-265). The season is now known as Lent (from an Old English word 
meaning "spring," the time of lengthening days). This fast became attached to another fast of forty 
days, in imitation of Christ's fasting in the wilderness. The forty-day fast was especially important 
for converts to the faith who were preparing for baptism, and for those guilty of notorious sins 
who were being restored to the Christian assembly. In the Western Church the forty days of Lent 
extend from Ash Wednesday through Holy Saturday, omitting Sundays. The last three days of 
Lent are the sacred Triduum of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. All 
Christians are invited "to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by 
prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God's holy Word" (BCP, p. 
265). 

 
COVER PHOTO 

“Cleansing of the Temple” (detail) by Pieter Aertsen (17th century)  
This painting is part of a private collection in France.  
Based on our Gospel reading today, John 2:13-22.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY EUCHARIST: A PENITENTIAL ORDER, RITE I 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

*indicates people stand | BCP is Book of Common Prayer | Hymnal 1982  
 

Prelude                                                                                   
The Congregation is seated in silence in preparation for worship.                                                                        
*Hymn In Procession                 “Kind Maker of the world”                                 Hymn 152 
1 Kind Maker of the world, O hear 
the fervent prayer, with many a tear 
poured forth by all the penitent 
who keep this holy fast of Lent! 
2 Each heart is manifest to thee; 
thou knowest our infirmity; 
now we repent, and seek thy face; 
grant unto us thy pardoning grace. 
3 Spare us, O Lord, who now confess 
our sins and all our wickedness, 
and, for the glory of thy Name, 
our weakened souls to health reclaim. 
4 Give us the discipline that springs 
from abstinence in outward things 
with inward fasting, so that we 
in heart and soul may dwell with thee. 
5 Grant, O thou blessèd Trinity; 
grant, O unchanging Unity; 
that this our fast of forty days 
may work our profit and thy praise! 
 

*Opening Acclamation                                                                        BCP, p. 319 
 Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins;  
 People: His mercy endureth for ever.  
 

The Decalogue:  Traditional        BCP, p. 317 
(The People kneel) 
Celebrant: God spake these words, and said: I am the Lord thy God who brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have none other gods but 
me. 



People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image, nor the likeness of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the water under the earth; thou shalt not bow 
down to them, nor worship them. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Thou shalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Honor thy father and thy mother. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Thou shalt do no murder. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Thou shalt not steal. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Thou shalt not covet. 
People: Lord have mercy upon us, and write all these thy laws in our hearts, 
we beseech thee.  
 

Sentences          BCP, p. 319 

The Confession of Sin        BCP, p. 320 
Reader: Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity 
with your neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God, 
and walking from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and make your humble 
confession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling.  
Silence may be kept 

Almighty and most merciful father, we have erred and strayed from thy ways 
like lost sheep, we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own 
hearts, we have offended against thy holy laws, we have left undone those 
things which we ought to have done, and we have done those things which 
we ought not to have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, spare thou 
those who confess their faults, restore thou those who are penitent, 



according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a 
godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  

The Priest, stands and says 
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.  
People: Amen.  

Sentences                                                                                                        BCP, p. 332 

The Kyrie                                                                                                           Hymn S-88 

*The Collect                                                                                              BCP, p. 264 
 Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And with thy spirit. 
 Celebrant: Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray 
from thy ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 
and hold fast the unchangeable truth of thy Word, Jesus Christ thy Son; who with thee and 
the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, for ever and ever.  
People: Amen 
 

Please be seated for the lessons. 
THE WORD OF GOD 

First Reading                                                                                             Exodus 20:1-17 
A reading from the book of Exodus. 
Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not 
make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is 
on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to 
them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for 
the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but 
showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for 
the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. Remember the sabbath day, and 
keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work. But the seventh day is a 
sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, 
your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six 
days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh 



day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. Honor your father and 
your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving 
you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not 
bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you 
shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything 
that belongs to your neighbor.  
 Reader:      The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual: Psalm 19                                                                                       Caeli enarrant 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 

and the firmament shows his handiwork. 

2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

3 Although they have no words or language, * 
and their voices are not heard, 

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
and their message to the ends of the world. 

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

7 The law of the LORD is perfect 
and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the LORD is sure 
and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

8 The statutes of the LORD are just 
and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the LORD is clear 
and gives light to the eyes. 

9 The fear of the LORD is clean 
and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the LORD are true 
and righteous altogether. 



10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. 

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 

12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 
cleanse me from my secret faults. 

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, 
and innocent of a great offense. 

     14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
   heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
              O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 

Second Lesson                                                                         1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where 
is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, 
God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is 
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.  
 Reader:         The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel                                                                                                      John 2:13-22 
 Reader:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
 People: Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 



But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! 
For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” He called the 
crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will 
save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, 
what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words 
in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when 
he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 Reader:         The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People:  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
Sermon                                                                             The Rev. Bryan Hinson 

*The Nicene Creed                   BCP, p. 326 

The Prayers of the People (kneeling) Form I                                               BCP p. 383 
Reader: With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, 
have mercy."  
For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of our 
souls, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, especially for the 
wholeness of the Anglican Communion; for our companion and partner Diocese of Cape 
Coast, Ghana; and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For ++Michael, +Rob, and +Don our bishops, and Bryan+ and Gary+ our priests; for all 
the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For Macon-Bibb County, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let 
us pray to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let 
us pray to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy.  



For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering; 
we pray especially for those on our long and short term prayer lists; let us pray to the 
Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy.  

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and 
captives, and for all who remember and care for them; and for the ministries we are called 
to serve, especially Appleton Episcopal Ministries, Campus Ministry, Daybreak, Haitian 
Hope, Loaves and Fishes, Path to Shine, St. Paul Apartments and Weekend Lunch. Let us 
pray to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation; for all those 
affected by severe weather, natural disasters, and other tragedies, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray 
to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy. 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let 
us pray to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy. 
In the communion of blessed Paul and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one 
another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 
People: To thee, O Lord our God.  
The Peace                                                                                                           BCP, p. 332 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

 Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 People         And with thy spirit. 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory Sentence   

The Great Thanksgiving                Eucharistic Prayer I                                     BCP, p. 333  
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, faces them and sings or says  

Sursum Corda 
 Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
 People And with thy spirit. 
 Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  



 People We lift them up unto the Lord. 

 Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.  
 People It is meet and right so to do.  

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds adding the proper preface for Lent 
 “It is very meet, right, and our bounded duty… evermore praising thee, and saying,” 

*Sanctus                                                                                           Spoken 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest.   

During Lent we kneel during the Eucharistic prayers. Then the Celebrant continues. 

“All glory be to thee … O Father Almighty, world without end.” 
 People  AMEN.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer                    BCP, p.336  
Celebrant:  And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 Breaking of the Bread        BCP, p.337 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.  A period of silence is kept. 

Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  
In Lent, Alleluia is omitted. 
 

Fraction Anthem                                                                                                  Spoken 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
 have mercy upon us. 
 O Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, 
 have mercy upon us. 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
 grant us thy peace.  
 



The Prayer of Humble Access                                                                    BCP, p. 337 

Celebrant and People  

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same 
Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.  
 

The Invitation to Holy Communion       BCP, p.338 
 

Post Communion Prayer                                                                      BCP, p. 339 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost 
feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious  
Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby 
of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members 
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all 
faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. 
And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy 
grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good 
works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn                     “Praise to the living God”                                     Hymn 372 
1 Praise to the living God! 
All praised be his Name 
who was, and is, and is to be, 
for ay the same. 
The one eternal God 
ere aught that now appears: 
the first, the last, beyond all thought 
his timeless years! 
2 Formless, all lovely forms 
declare his loveliness; 
holy, no holiness of earth 



can his express. 
Lo, he is Lord of all. 
Creation speaks his praise, 
and everywhere above, below, 
his will obeys. 
3 His Spirit floweth free, 
high surging where it will: 
in prophet's word he spake of old: 
he speaketh still. 
Established is his law, 
and changeless it shall stand, 
deep writ upon the human heart, 
on sea, on land. 
4 Eternal life hath he 
implanted in the soul; 
his love shall be our strength and stay 
while ages roll. 
Praise to the living God! 
All praised be his Name 
who was, and is, and is to be, 
for aye the same. 
Blessing 

Dismissal                                                                                             BCP, p. 339 
The Deacon, or Celebrant, sends us forth into the world; the people respond 
  People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude                                                             
                                      

Please consider joining us for Drive-Through Communion in the Parish House 
parking lot. Available from 11—11:30 am.  

 
 
 

 
 

                                               

 
 



ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

CLERGY 
The Rt. Rev. Robert C. Wright, Bishop 

The Rt. Rev. Don A. Wimberly, Assisting Bishop 
The Rev. Bryan Hinson, Priest-in-Charge 

The Rev. Dr. Gary Abbott, Retired Priest-in-Residence 
 

STAFF 
Nadine Cheek, Organist/Choirmaster 

Dena Hobbs, Campus Ministry 
Leah Lowndes, Parish Administrator 

Akram Saymeh, Bookkeeper 
Mary Patmon, Custodian 

 

VESTRY MEMBERS 
Teri Kramer, Treasurer | Russell Lewis, Interim Chancellor | Tamika Sanders, Clerk 

Class of 2021 
Teri Kramer 

Nancy Ogilvie 
Word Train 

Class of 2022 
Billie Abbott 

Andrea Freeman 
Sean McCrackin 

Class of 2023 
Preston Aldridge 
Danny Greene 
Kathy Sprenger 

 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR ARE GIVEN  TO THE GLORY OF GOD  
 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Prayer Lists  
 

We pray for those on our parish prayer list: Betty, Bubber, Casey, Dakota, Dawson, 
Jamie, Jim, Kay, Terri, the Vane family, Wesley, the Wilcox family  
 

We pray for those on our long term parish prayer list:  Beatrice, Betty, Blair, the 
Broome family, Carol, Cathy, the Coley family, Donna, Frank, George, the Gregory family, 
Jim, Judy, Kimberly, Mike, Rebecca, Richard, Vernon  
 

We pray for our ministries with: Appleton Episcopal Ministries, Campus Ministry, Day-
break, Haitian Hope, Loaves and Fishes, Path to Shine, St. Paul’s Apartments and Village, 
and Weekend Lunch. 


