
 

 
 
 

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
MACON, GEORGIA 

The Second Sunday after 

the Epiphany 
Sunday, January 17, 2021 at Home  



WELCOME! 
Welcome in the Lord’s name to St. Paul's Episcopal Church. No matter who you are and where 
you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome! You bless us with your presence. We have been 
gathering for over 150 years as a community to worship God and demonstrate our faith in our daily 
lives. We are currently gathering online, each in our own space, yet praising God together. We are 
delighted you are joining us, and hope to see you at future parish events. 

 
ABOUT EPIPHANY 

The third season of the church year is Epiphany. The word means "making God manifest". It is the 
church's response to God's Christmas. The primary theme is Baptism, beginning with the Feast of 
the Baptism of our Lord. A similar idea is reflected with the response of the magi who journeyed far 
to worship Jesus at Bethlehem. This season begins on the Day of the Epiphany and lasts until Ash 
Wednesday at the beginning of Lent. The liturgical color used on vestments is generally green, rep-
resenting the green things of God's earth and referring to growth of the spirit of God within us in 
response to His coming at Christmas tide.  

 
 

COVER ART  
Nathanial under the Fig Tree approx. 1886-1894 
by James Tissot (1836-1902) 
Watercolor located in the Brooklyn Museum in NY, NY, USA.  
The cover art is based on our Gospel reading today, John 1:43-51.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

*indicates people stand | BCP is Book of Common Prayer | Hymnal 1982       
Prelude 
*Hymn in Procession          “Christ, whose glory fills the skies”                              Hymn 7 
1 Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
Christ, the true, the only Light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise! 
Triumph over shades of night; 
Dayspring from on high, be near; 
Day-star, in my heart appear! 
2 Dark and cheerless is the morn 
unaccompanied by thee; 
joyless is the day’s return 
till thy mercy’s beams I see; 
as they inward light impart, 
glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
3 Visit then this soul of mine! 
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief! 
Fill me, radiancy divine; 
scatter all my unbelief; 
more and more thyself display, 
shining to the perfect day. 
*Opening Acclamation          BCP, p.355 
 Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
*Collect for Purity          BCP, p.355 
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.  
People: Amen.  
*Gloria to God                             Hymn S-278 
1. Glory to god in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
2. Lord God, heavenly King, 



almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
3. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
4. you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
5. you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
6. For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
7. you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father, Amen. 
*The Collect           BCP, p.357 
 Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Celebrant: Let us pray. 
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your 
people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's 
glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now 
and for ever.   
People:   Amen. 

Please be seated for the lessons. 
THE WORD OF GOD 

First Reading                                           1 Samuel 3:1-20 
A reading from the first Book of Samuel. 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was 
rare in those days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun 
to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not 
yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God 
was. Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went 
and lay down. The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, 



“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now 
Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to 
him. The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, 
“Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 
Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, 
for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now 
the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 
“Speak, for your servant is listening.” Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do 
something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I 
will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 
For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he 
knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore I 
swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or 
offering forever.” Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of 
the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, 
“Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide 
it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that 
he told you.” So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is 
the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.” As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with 
him and let none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba 
knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD. 
 Reader:  The Word of the Lord.  
 People: Thanks be to God. 

Gradual: Psalm 139:1-5,12-17                                                            Domine, probasti 
1 LORD, you have searched me out and known me; * 

you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
you discern my thoughts from afar. 

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 
but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 

4 You press upon me behind and before * 
and lay your hand upon me. 

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 
it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 



12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 
you knit me together in my mother's womb. 

13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 
your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

14 My body was not hidden from you, * 
while I was being made in secret 
and woven in the depths of the earth. 

15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 
all of them were written in your book; * 
they were fashioned day by day, 
when as yet there was none of them. 

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 
how great is the sum of them! 

17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 

Second Reading                     1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.  
“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” 
but I will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for 
food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication 
but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us 
by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore 
take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not 
know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The 
two shall be one flesh.” But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun 
fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins 
against the body itself. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you were bought 
with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 
 Reader:  The Word of the Lord.  
 People: Thanks be to God. 
*Gospel                             John 1:43-51
 Reader:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
 People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip 
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 



“We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son 
of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 
him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked 
him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before 
Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will 
see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
 Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
Sermon                   The Rev. Bryan Hinson 
*The Nicene Creed                    BCP, p.358  
Prayers of the People  
Called together as a family of faith from every time and place, we are bidden by God to 
pray. That we might share our mutual concerns and offer the secrets of our hearts, let us 
pray, saying: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
Let us pray for the world; for the leaders of nations, that wisdom and integrity might 
prevail; for regions torn by conflict, that peace and harmony might be restored: Lord, in 
your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer.  
Let us pray for the church; for the unity of the body of Christ, that needless division might 
cease; and for all who nurture our life together, that they body may be strengthened and 
our common life enriched. We pray especially for: ++Michael, +Rob, and +Don our 
bishops; Bryan+ and Gary+ our priests; for the bishop and people of our companion and 
partner, Diocese of Cape Coast, Ghana; and for all congregations seeking new or renewed 
direction. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer.  
Let us pray for this parish; for our presence in Macon, Georgia; that persons may find here 
the means to a deeper relationship with God; and for our ministry of reconciliation, that all 
may find here the forgiveness of God and the acceptance of each other. We pray especially 
for our ministries with: Appleton Episcopal Ministries, Campus Ministry, Daybreak, Haitian 
Hope, Loaves and Fishes, Path to Shine, St. Paul Apartments and Village, and Weekend 
Lunch. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer.  
Let us pray for those in need; for the hungry and homeless, that food and shelter might be 



theirs; for the oppressed and downtrodden, that freedom and dignity might be theirs; for 
the sick and the infirm, that health and wholeness might be theirs. We pray for those on our 
long and short term prayer lists. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer.  
By your power, dear God, you raised Christ Jesus and in him we too will be raised. Receive 
our prayers and those of all your saints, that trusting in you all the days of our lives, we may 
know the fullness of your love and the power of the resurrection; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
People: Amen.  
 

The Peace 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
Offertory                                                          
*The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A              BCP, p. 361 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 
 *Sursum Corda  
 Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
 People And also with you. 

 Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
 People We lift them to the Lord. 
 Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds adding the proper preface. 
Celebrant: “Therefore we praise you … proclaim the glory of your Name:” 
*Sanctus                  Spoken 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  
The People may be seated, then the Celebrant continues.  
Memorial Acclamation   
 Celebrant: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 All:  Christ has died. 
   Christ is risen. 



   Christ will come again.  
The Celebrant continues 
“We celebrate the memorial of our redemption… 
The Great Amen          BCP, p.363 
Celebrant: “… all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.” 
All:  AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer                               BCP, p.364 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
  we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
  temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 *Breaking of the Bread   
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.  A period of silence is kept. 
 Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.  
The Invitation to Holy Communion                  BCP, p.364 
Post Communion Prayer                    BCP, p.365 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

All:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
  living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 
  fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and  
  Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us  
  strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
  singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

The Blessing 

*Closing Hymn                     “The people who in darkness walked”                          Hymn 125 

1. The people who in darkness walked 
have seen a glorious light; 
on them broke forth the heavenly dawn 
who dwelt in death and night. 

2. To hail thy rising, Sun of life, 
the gathering nations come, 



joyous as when reapers bear 
their harvest treasures home. 

3. To us the promised Child is born, 
to us the Son is given; 
him shall the tribes of earth obey, 
and all the hosts of heaven. 

4. His name shall be the Prince of Peace 
forevermore adored, 
the Wonderful, the Counselor, 
the Mighty God and Lord. 

5. His power increasing still shall spread, 
his reign no end shall know; 
justice shall guard his throne above, 
and peace abound below. 

*Dismissal                      BCP, p.366 

The Deacon, or Celebrant, sends us forth into the world; the people respond 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Postlude                         

 

Please consider joining us for Drive-Through Communion in the Parish House 
parking lot.  Available from 11—11:30 am.   

 



ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

CLERGY 
The Rt. Rev. Robert C. Wright, Bishop 

The Rt. Rev. Don A. Wimberly, Assisting Bishop 
The Rev. Bryan Hinson, Priest-in-Charge 

The Rev. Dr. Gary Abbott, Retired Priest-in-Residence 
 

STAFF 
Nadine Cheek, Organist/Choirmaster 

Dena Hobbs, Campus Ministry 
Leah Lowndes, Parish Administrator 

Akram Saymeh, Bookkeeper 
Mary Patmon, Custodian 

 

VESTRY MEMBERS 
Teri Kramer, Treasurer | Russell Lewis, Interim Chancellor | Tamika Sanders, Clerk 

Thank you to the Vestry members rotating off this year: Charlie Bradshaw, Dustin 
Gilmore, Alex Mitchell and Tamika Sanders! We appreciate you and all the work you have 

done for St. Paul's Episcopal Church.  

 

 

Class of 2021 
Teri Kramer 

Nancy Ogilvie 
Word Train 

Class of 2022 
Billie Abbott 

Andrea Freeman 
Sean McCrackin 

Class of 2023 
Preston Aldridge 
Danny Greene 
Kathy Sprenger 

We pray for those on our parish prayer list: Annelise, Betty, Bubber, Carol, Dawson, 

Jamie, Jim, Kaleb, Kay, Kimberly, Richard, Terri  

We pray for those on our long term parish prayer list: Beatrice, Betty, Blair, the Broome 

family, Brother, Cathy, the Coley family, Donna, Frank, George, the Gregory family, 

Jim, Judy, Mike, Rebecca, Richard, Vernon 


