A message from Father Bryan: Back to Normal?
Dear faithful people,
Thanks be to God, we are gathering in person again! While our return to ‘normal’ remains more like a
dimmer switch, gradually turning up the lights, we are all grateful to be putting the pandemic behind us. Our
gathering and worship still ring with echoes of safe practices. On Sunday mornings, we will announce whether the
service will be Masks Required or Masks Optional. This is based on whether we have 100% vaccination or not. If
even one adult is not fully vaccinated, we will observe the safe practice of wearing face covering. This is not a
moment to call out the unvaccinated or shame anyone. The reasons for not receiving the vaccine vary, and we will
respect and uphold the dignity of others and strive to keep each other
healthy. We are One in the Body of Christ.
Thanks be to God, masked or not, we are now able to process, sing, choose our own seating, and approach the altar
rail for communion! In other ways, we are still turning up the dimmer switch toward normal, but we have come a
long way! Our fellowship and formation gatherings are still not 100% in person. We are meeting for several outdoor
events such as Parish Night Out and ministry team work. With hope and diligently observing best practices, our
gatherings will safely move in person and indoors. In the meantime, we continue to adapt and seek our new
‘normal’.
Thanks be to God for the technology that allowed us to worship together during the pandemic, each in our own
place. We continue to live stream our worship to include those who may not be able to join us in person. We invited
and enjoyed a large online congregation during our isolation. We will not leave anyone behind. Still, our primary
act of worship is done in community, gathering together, and lifting up prayer and praise to God. If you have not
been back to church, come and see. If you are new to our community, we hope you will grace us with your presence.
Bryan+

“Any of those among you who are of his people - may your God be with you! - are now permitted to go up to [St. Paul’s]
and rebuild the house of the Lord”
(paraphrase and adaptation of Ezra 1:3, where King Cyrus ends the Babylonian Captivity and the people of Israel
return home)
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St. Paul's Episcopal Church

"Wherever you are in your journey of faith...We welcome you."
Contact Us
Phone: (478)-743-4623
Email:
office@stpaulsmacon.org
Website: www.stpaulsmacon.org
Address:
753 College Street
Macon, GA 31201

Volunteers
Teri Kramer, Treasurer
finance@stpaulsmacon.org
Russell Lewis, Chancellor
RLewis6271@aol.com

St. Paul's Staff
The Rev. Bryan Hinson, Rector
bryan@stpaulsmacon.org
The Rev. Dr. Gary Abbott,
Retired Priest-in-Residence
Leah Lowndes, Parish Administrator
office@stpaulsmacon.org
Akram Saymeh, Bookkeeper
finance@stpaulsmacon.org
Nadine Cheek, Organist/Choirmaster
nwhitney57@cox.net
Dena Hobbs, Campus Ministry
denadouglashobbs@gmail.com
Mary Patmon, Custodian

St. Paul's Episcopal Church Vestry

Danny Greene, Warden (dgreene478@windstream.net), Preston Aldirdge, Jr. Warden (aldridge .pres ton@ gmail.com), Billie Abbott (gb.abot@yahoo.com), Andrea Freeman (andrea.freeman@coxmedia.com), Sean McCrackin
(scmccrackin@yahoo.com), Kathy Sprenger (kjsprenger@gmail.com), Word Train (gtrain2531@aol.com), Teri
Kramer (terikramer@southernassociationservices.com), Nancy Ogilvie (harriette60@gmail.com)
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How Shall We Help Those in Need?
As we begin gathering together again, some have already been faced with a needy person asking for money.
Each must respond as our conscience and faith guide us. I would like to share a few thoughts on what
might be our best response. When we give even a small amount of money to one in need, we create a power
differential that is in opposition to our baptismal covenant. What seems to be a gift of mercy may also say,
“I have money and you do not"...or perhaps, “my existence has worth because I am given money for my gifts
and skills, but yours is not.” It conditions a person to return and beg again, which does not respect their
dignity. It creates a relationship of submission and dependence, rather than a sense of their value as a child
of God. There is also the issue of safety. If you give a little, perhaps you have more to give, or that can be
taken. Some report being harassed and even followed to their cars by desperate beggars.

As an alternative, please consider directing these persons to your priest, the Vestry Person of the Day, or
the Parish Office during normal hours. You may simply say you have no money to give, but we want to help
as we can. My usual response begins by asking their name to elevate their personhood. Then, a
conversation, even a relationship, might be initiated. Asking the person what their real needs are allows us
to partner with them to help lift them up. St. Paul’s gives generously to many programs in our area, such as
a clothes closet, a food pantry, weekend lunch, a place to bathe or wash clothes, prescription drug
assistance, the Rector’s Discretionary Fund, and much more! Our hope is to respect the dignity of each
person that approaches us in need and help them journey toward lasting healing and wholeness.
Some demand money, and when refused, stomp away with a few choice words. Others will enter
relationship, we might journey together for a while, and all are blessed by the encounter. Please consider
partnering in this gospel response to those who ask us for help. Together, we can seek and serve Christ in
all persons, love our neighbor as ourself, and respect the dignity of every human being.

St. Paul's Office Updates
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Monday, May 31
(Memorial Day)
Monday-Friday,
June 14-18
(Summer Break)
Monday, July 5
(Independence Day)

St. Paul's Episcopal Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday
9 am - 3 pm
478.743.4623
office@stpaulsmacon.org
Interested in volunteering in the Church Office?
Email or call the office to learn more!
Finance Office Reminders
As the church continues on the road to reopening please review our Finance Office
policies. Thank you!
- All Finance, pledge & capital campaign
questions should be directed to the Treasurer &
bookkeeper at finance@stpaulsmacon.org
-The Finance Office asks that all check requests
be submitted with a 1 week turn-around period
we DO NOT issue "rush checks"
-Fill out a "Check Request Voucher" (available
in the office) for EVERY bill and reimbursement
request

Submit articles & news for St. Paul's communications to office@stpaulmacon.org

The Epistle | Pentecost 2021

Page 3

150th Capital Campaign Check-In & Parish Updates
The Capital Campaign Committee has been hard at work
managing and completing projects on the 150th Capital
Campaign to-do list. As we approach the halfway mark of the
campaign we are thrilled to welcome back our Tiffany stainedglass window (pictured below and to the right), impeccably
restored by Willet Hauser. Thank you to all who have donated
and to those who continue to honor their pledges. Keep it up
Saints of St. Paul's!

Lifted Up in Prayer

Our familiar “Let Us Pray” cards are now available in the back of the
church. Simply fill out a card and place in the Offering basket in the
back of the church. You may also submit an Online Prayer Request
via our website under the link “Virtual Church”, or by contacting the
Parish Office (478-743-4623).

Pastoral Update - Stacy Hinson

Your thoughts, care, and prayer continue to prop up the Hinson
family. We recently announced that the function of Stacy’s
transplanted kidney was declining. The numbers continue to move
in the wrong direction. The transplant physicians are watching
closely and discerning the best course of action. While nothing is
certain, dialysis and ultimately a new kidney transplant are likely
possibilities. Stacy and the family have been through this before,
and are optimistic of the final outcome, though the journey is long
and difficult. There are no specific needs at this time. Your love and
support are desired, received and uplifting! Please keep Stacy,
Bryan+, and Allison in your prayers.
Reminder: The Offering Plate is now available in the back
of the church during Sunday services

Help us Find Paul!

Paul has been staying safe
hiding in quarantine! Search
this Epistle to find the "mini
Paul". The first person to call or
email the church office with his
location will win a sociallydistanced coffee or lunch with
Father Bryan...on us!
Congratulations to last edition's
winner: Marian Liles.

The next edition of the Epistle will cover Pentecost II (August - September 2021)
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Parish Birthdays and Anniversaries
June Birthdays
06/01: Lewis Sapp
06/02: Bill Cadle
06/03: Jim Wilcox
06/05: Glenn Sprenger
06/06: Peggy DuBose
06/12: Tom Cole
06/16: Geraldine Williams
06/17: Robert McCommon
06/21: Amanda Purvis
06/22: Sarah Robison
06/25: Tom Hinson
06/29: Mary Ellen Warren

July Birthdays
07/03: Eleni Economides
07/06: Kathy Sprenger
07/07: Mary Alice Webb, Ben Sapp
07/08: Hank Millis
07/09: Kelli Wilson
07/10: Julia House
07/15: Mary Hinson, Allison Ross
07/17: Caleb Ackermann, Tanya Edge
07/19: Amelda Chapman, Hill Wilcox
07/20: Allison Hinson
07/26: Julia Baima
07/29: Jean Stafford
07/31: Marcia Aldridge

June Anniversaries
July Anniversaries
06/02: Terry & Rebecca Winkel
07/01: Teri & Jason Kramer
06/11: Jim & Betty Wilcox, Richard & Gena McWilliams
07/11: Jane & David Lucas
06/17: Bob & Johnnie Mills
06/19: Holly & Terri McDiffett-MaHaffey 07/15: Hillary Ellwood & Dr. Richard Ackermann
07/25: Nancy & Robert Buttermark,
06/25: Jack & Charlene Kipe
Disa & George McCommon
07/26: Billie & Gary Abbott
07/29: Stacy & Bryan Hinson
07/30: Amanda & Josh Purvis

C e l e b r a t e !

Let us Pray: Praying our St. Paul's Prayer Lists

As a community, we are inviting all to "Let Us Pray" for any needs or concerns of our people. Please
fill out a “Let Us Pray” card on Sunday morning or a “Virtual Prayer Card” on ourwebsite to allow us
to engage in prayer more deeply with both devotion and action. Thank you for sharing your prayer
concerns with St. Paul's and allowing the parish to share those prayers with God.
We pray for those on our parish prayer list: Betty, Bubber, Casey, Charlie, Dakota, Dawson, Jamie,
Jim, Kay, Mary, Melanie, Shirley, Terri, the Vane family, Wesley, the Wilcox family
We pray for those on our long term parish prayer list: Beatrice, Betty, Blair, the Broome family,
Carol, Cathy, the Coley family, Donna, Frank, George, the Gregory family, Jim, Judy, Kimberly,
Melanie, Mike, Rebecca, Richard, Stacy, Vernon

Pastoral Care Contact

If you have a need for
Pastoral Care, feel free to
reach out to the Pastoral
Care team or to Kathy
Sprenger at (720)-275-6655
(pictured to the left).

Sign up for E-News & Stay Connected at www.stpaulsmacon.org
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Summer Happenings: Fellowship at St. Paul's
Summer Parish Nights Out

June PNO: We will gather on June 2nd at 6 pm outside (on the
grass behind the Parish House)for a parish picnic. Bring your
own chair, picnic and beverage, and enjoy being together!
July PNO: Join us on Wednesday, July 7th at 6 pm outside (on
the grass behind the Parish House)for an Independence Day
celebration! Individually wrapped food and beverages will be
provided! Bring your own chair and wear red, white, and blue!

SAVE THE DATE: August Parish Night Out

For August, St. Paul’s will take to the baseball diamond and
support our local team, the Macon Bacon! SAVE THE DATE,
Thursday, August 19th, at 7pm. Tickets will be sold in advance
starting in July, and a portion of the ticket sales will benefit St.
Paul’s ministries. Gather family, friends, strangers, people you
meet on the street! This is always a fun event! Come cheer for the
home team and share your St. Paul’s spirit!

Weekly Men's & Women's Breakfast

The breakfast groups continue to meet via Zoom. The men gather on Thursdays at 9 am while the
women meet on Fridays at 9 am. Check E-news for Zoom links! If breakfast gatherings move away
from a virtual format it will be announced in our normal communications. All are welcome! See you
there.

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stpaulsmacon.org
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St. Paul's Episcopal Church Formation Opportunities
St. Paul's Thursday Bible Study

Our Thursday Bible Study group is studying the Gospel According to Mark, our primary gospel
readings in the lectionary for year B. We meet each week on zoom at 10:30 am. The link is included
in each Tuesday E-News. You can join in at any time. Come as you are, come as you can, just come!

Book Study: 'The Way of Love"
by The Most Rev. Michael Curry

We will read Bishop Curry’s immensely popular
book and study it over several sessions via zoom
during the month of June. Although sign-ups for
this class have closed, there may be room for late
participants.

Episcopal 101 Class to Begin This Summer

We will be gathering in a combination of zoom classes and in
person on the following Sundays at 4pm: June 27; July 11, 18, 25;
August 8, 15, 22, 29. For those pursuing confirmation or
reception into the Episcopal Church, all classes are required.
Topics will be announced via E-News in advance, and any who
wish to brush up or learn something new may attend as a
session interests you. Those who have registered for the entire
class will be contacted in advance and additional materials
provided. This is the final call to officially sign up for the entire
class. Contact Father Bryan at bryan@stpaulsmacon.org or call
the parish office (478) 743-4623.

Get Involved with St. Paul's Flower Guild

Are you looking for a way to get involved or for a creative way to serve? St. Paul's Flower Guild, led by
Bill Murphy (pictured to the left), is welcoming new members. No experience necessary, training will
be provided! Consider joining this meaningful ministry. To join or to learn more, contact Bill Murphy
(billmurphy@bellsouth.net).

Articles and memories for the next edition of The Epistle are due July 25, 2021
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Pentecost 2021 at St. Paul's Episcopal Church

Danny Greene lights altar candles
before the 10 am service

Lewis & Frank Sapp ring the bell
after church - Alleluia!
Father Bryan prepares to bless the
congregation

Emily and Charles Cook get
into the "Spirit of Pentecost"
by wearing their red SundayBest (above)
Pentecost Gospel procession
2021
(right and left)

Join us for Compline every weeknight at 7 pm on Facebook Live

The Epistle | Pentecost 2021

Pentecost 2021 at St. Paul's:
A Birthday Party for the Church

Join us for worship on Sundays at 10 am in the Church or on Facebook Live
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Goodbye, 2020-2021
Canterbury House Students!

The students of St. Paul's Canterbury House
have officially moved out for the summer. We
will miss having them around campus! The 4
students (pictured to the right) would like to
send a HUGE THANK YOU to St. Paul's
parishioners for their unending love and
support. They would like to especially thank all
those who donated to their "Grocery Gift Card"
program. We can't wait to meet our new
students in the fall!
Haitian Hope
Welcomes You Back!

Please join us on June 27th at 4 pm at
205 Castlegate Road (Aldridge home)
It is time to celebrate in-person with BBQ Ribs
(provided)
Please bring a side dish, appetizer, or dessert
Call 478-737-4760 with any questions

Wrapping Up the Year with
Path-to-Shine, Downtown Macon

The students of Path-to-Shine had an end of year
celebration in May at Amerson River Park. PTS
coordinator, Billie Abbott says: "The day was a great
success. The children had a wonderful time and
behaved really well. They wanted to know if they
could come back tomorrow". Check out pictures
from the day below.

Stay Connected & Sign up for E-News at www.stpaulsmacon.org
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Weeknight Compline

St. Paul's holds a weeknight Compline service Monday
- Friday at 7 pm on Facebook Live. All are welcome to
join us! If you would like to be a Compline leader
email the Church Office or Father Bryan
(bryan@stpaulsmacon.org).

Thursday Healing Service

We have resumed our Eucharist with Healing Litany
on Thursday’s at 12:05pm in Beckwith Chapel. This
service is perfect for those who can get away during
the lunch hour, or simply find this time convenient.
To the extent safe protocols allow, we lay hands on
each other and pray for healing of body, mind, and
spirit. All who seek prayers and anointing with oil, or
are willing to support those seeking, are welcome!
(Pictured to the left)

Sundays at 10 am: Holy Eucharist In-Person, in the Church

We have returned to “normal” Sunday worship (see cover article). Registration is not required, there
is plenty of room, and we continue to practice safe gathering. All participants will still check in with
an usher to record their presence for contact tracing, if necessary. Contact the Parish Office in
advance if you require any other special assistance. Masks will become optional only if 100% of
attendees are fully vaccinated. Thank you in advance for your cooperation in keeping St. Paul's safe
and comfortable for all.
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During these unique, divisive, and challenging times, as we connect via
phone, zoom, emails and social media, let us recall our covenant guiding
how we should interact with one another.
We Believe....

-Every voice is valuable, and should be respected and heard
-All opinions are equally considered and should be heard with an open mind
-No person or voice is more important than another, nor should override another.
-Open communications (inclusions, honesty, transparency, clarity) are necessary in a
community of faith and trust.
-Conflict can be constructive and valuable when experienced with acceptance,
consideration, forgiveness, and reconciliation.
-We should be hold each other accountable in relationship, but mainly hold ourselves
accountable.

So we Covenant...

-To listen to each other with an open mind and loving heart
-To engage in active listening, giving our full attention, without argument, interruption,
or preparation of a rebuttal.
-To seek to understand, more than to be understood, asking questions in authentic
empathy.
-To share feelings openly, without accusation or blame, using "I" statements to
communicate.
-To risk full disclosure and honesty in our relationships, and have patience with others
doing the same.
-To refuse to participate in tolerate gossip, and to end gossip when encountered.
-To talk to others rather than about others.
-To seek truth and honesty in our relationships, dealing in facts and first-hand
communications.
-To be willing to grant, ask for, and accept forgiveness when we hurt each other, and
seek reconciliation.
-To de-personalize conflict, to disagree without being disagreeable.
-To assume the best in each other, not jumping to conclusions.
-To assess and hold ourselves accountable in relationship, rather than judging others.

To Honor Our Baptismal Covenant We Will...

-Continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in
the prayers.
-Persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever we fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord.
-Proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ.
-Seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as ourself.
-Strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human
being

WE WILL WITH GOD'S HELP.

All are Welcome!

Sunday Morning Worship - 10 am in the Church
(streamed live to Facebook)
Thursday Healing Service - 12:05 pm in Beckwith Chapel
Summer Parish Nights Out - June 2nd, July 7th &
August 19th
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