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T a b l e  o f  C o n t e n t s

St. Paul's Episcopal Church 
"Wherever you are in your journey of faith...We welcome you."

Contact Us
Phone:  (478)-743-4623

 

Email:
office@stpaulsmacon.org

 

Website: www.stpaulsmacon.org
 

Address:
753 College Street
Macon, GA 31201

 
 
 

Volunteers
Teri Kramer, Treasurer

finance@stpaulsmacon.org
 

Russell Lewis,  Chancellor 
RLewis6271@aol.com

 

 
 
 
 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church Vestry
Danny Greene, Warden (dgreene478@windstream.net), Preston Aldirdge, Jr. Warden (aldridge .pres ton@ gmai-
l.com),  Billie Abbott (gb.abot@yahoo.com), Andrea Freeman (andrea.freeman@coxmedia.com), Sean McCrackin

(scmccrackin@yahoo.com), Kathy Sprenger (kjsprenger@gmail.com), Word Train (gtrain2531@aol.com),  Teri
Kramer (terikramer@southernassociationservices.com), Nancy Ogilvie (harriette60@gmail.com) 

St. Paul's Staff
 

The Rev. Bryan Hinson, Rector
bryan@stpaulsmacon.org

 

The Rev. Dr. Gary Abbott, 
Retired Priest-in-Residence

 

Leah Lowndes, Parish Administrator
office@stpaulsmacon.org

 

Akram Saymeh, Bookkeeper
finance@stpaulsmacon.org

 

Nadine Cheek, Organist/Choirmaster
nwhitney57@cox.net

 

Dena Hobbs, Campus Ministry 
denadouglashobbs@gmail.com

 

Mary Patmon, Custodian
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Praying our St. Paul's Prayer Lists
We pray for those on our parish prayer list: Betty, Bubber, Casey, Charlie, Dakota, Dawson, Jamie, Jim,
Kay, Mary, Melanie, Shirley, Terri, the Vane family, Wesley, the Wilcox family

We pray for those on our long term parish prayer list: Beatrice, Betty, Blair, the Broome family, Carol,
Cathy, the Coley family, Donna, Frank, George, the Gregory family, Jim, Judy, Kimberly, Melanie, Mike,
Rebecca, Richard, Stacy, Vernon 

April Birthdays
04/01: Dr. Richard Ackermann

04/02: Anita Ross
04/03: Billie Abbott

04/04: Sarah McCommon
04/09: Megan Sapp, Debra Wisdom

04/15: Anna Watkins
04/17: Frank Sapp

04/21: Wesley Chapman
04/26: James Palmer
04/27: Bill Murphy

04/29: Preston Aldridge
04/30: Mike Wisdom

Pa r i s h  Bi r t h d a y s  a n d  Ann i v e r s a r i e s

April & May Anniversaries
04/09: Robert & Sarah McCommon
04/23: Dr. Chris & Chi Ezekwueche

04/25: Dr. Phyllis & Jim Dorn

May Birthdays
05/02: Ben Ross

05/04: Tyler Freeman
05/08: Rebecca Winkel

05/08: Linda Richardson
05/10: Nancy Buttermark

05/11: Danny Greene
05/12: Ella Mumphery

05/13: Rev. Bryan Hinson
05/16: Lisa Cole, Blair Vane

05/17: Alex Mitchell, Mark Stafford
05/20: Lynn Elvins

05/23: Catherine Miltner
05/24: Kathie Greene
05/28: Mary A. Burt
05/29: Bradley Ford

05/31: William McCommon 

Submit articles & news for St. Paul's communications to office@stpaulmacon.org
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Ward e n ' s  Word :  A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  Sr .  Ward e n  Dan n y  Gr e e n e
Dear St. Paul's Family,
By the time you read this, we will have celebrated the Eucharist within the walls of our beloved church
for the first time in over a year. The restrictions from the COVID virus and our own Diocesan
Regulations have kept us from face-to-face worship. You may wonder what has happened in this year
long period. With apologies to Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”) – St.
Paul’s Church “is not dead, nor doth she sleep”! A flurry of activities have taken place to connect and
support our church family. Through Facebook, You Tube, and St. Paul’s website we have been able to
provide worship opportunities. Sunday Service videos were produced by a rotating group of about 15
volunteers, with no more than 10 persons assembled at one time per regulations. Each Sunday video
represents about 7 hours of preparation, video recording, and processing – multiplied by several
different persons in different roles. The actual person-hours offered each Sunday is much higher.
Compline has been offered each week night, Monday through Friday, by a faithful guild of leaders –
individuals, couples and families. Because of its success, we plan to continue this meaningful new
tradition. If you are interested in serving in this ministry please contact Fr Bryan+. Views of our on-line
worship, either in real time or at more convenient time for the viewer, have numbered anywhere from 50
to 300. The message of St. Paul’s church has been viewed locally, out of town, out of state, and even in
other countries. This has connected families, friends, and strangers with our worshipping community.
We have maintained worship, meetings, and fellowship opportunities which has kept us connected and 



actually grown our community. We have connected with new faces who we will be able to welcome in
person. More than just surviving, we have actually thrived during this pandemic. Even though we have
begun to worship in person, we plan to continue live streaming and posting services on our website for
those unable to attend. All of this has been possible by the hard work of our St. Paul’s family. Our
Pastoral Care Committee has reached out and ministered to those among us in need. The Property
Committee has maintained and improved our campus facilities. The Outreach Committee continues to
do good work for various causes. We are blessed to have a Parish Administrator who pulls all the strings
to keep the office running. I am grateful for the imagination and leadership of our Rector who has
sought ways to keep our community engaged while we have been apart. I am thankful to be a part of St.
Paul’s vestry who always works closely for the good of the order. I rejoice in the power of the Spirit found
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church!

Faithfully, 
Danny Greene 
Sr. Warden, St. Paul's Episcopal Church

Announ c emen t s  &  In-Person  Worsh ip  Updates
In Person Worship Apprpoved by Bishop Wright

As of late March 2021, the Bishop has approved in-person, indoor worship. A letter from Father Bryan
regarding this decision and worship procedures was sent through USPS and is posted on the homepage
of our website. We began in-person services on Palm Sunday (March 28) and will continue to gather in-
person for Sunday services, 

Pastoral Update - Stacy Hinson (wife of Rev. Bryan Hinson)
As you may have heard, Stacy Hinson is currently battling with the autoimmune condition that led to
her kidney transplant 19 years ago. Medicines and treatments have advanced over the years and the
prognosis is very hopeful. Stacy and family are dealing with these challenges, and it will be a long road.
Visits and food are not needed. Cards and texts and simple signs of love and care are welcome. Mostly,
the family needs positive energy and normalcy. This is more effective for healing than constant
reminders of the challenges being faced. Your prayers are desired and appreciated.

Regarding Offerings
According to our Regathering Protocols, passing the
offering plate is not allowed at this time. There will
be a basket available in the back of the church
where you may place your offerings as you come
and go. Of course, offerings may be sent through
postal mail or by using the “Online Giving” link on
our website.

Lifted Up in Prayer: Prayer Requests/Cards
Our familiar “Let Us Pray” cards are not available
in the pews at this time. We can still lift our
concerns and one another in prayer by submitting
an Online Prayer Request via our website under
the link “Virtual Church”, or by contacting the
Parish Office (office@stpaulsmacon.org).

The next edition of the Epistle will cover Pentecost & Ordinary Time 2021
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Stephens Educational Scholarship Fund - Applications Due April 15th
A generous bequest of the late Jean Stephens, a longtime member of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
Macon, has been entrusted to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church to establish and administer the Stephens
Educational Fund. This Fund provides partial scholarships for college/university education to eligible
students from six middle Georgia counties. Eligibility for the grants is outlined in Mrs. Stephens’ will.
Applicants must have attended at least three years of secondary school (high school), either public or
private, in one of six central Georgia counties – Bibb, Houston, Jones, Monroe, Peach, or Twiggs. You
must be matriculating or already enrolled as a full-time student in a bachelor’s or higher degree
program at a college or university. There is no application requirement regarding religious faith. We
cannot support part-time studies or study that does not lead to a bachelor’s (or higher) degree.
Applicants must be of good moral character and must have the equivalent of an accumulated B average
or better while in secondary school or while in college/university. SunTrust Bank is managing the
Stephens Educational Fund on behalf of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. Students
wishing to apply for a Stephens Educational Fund grant for the academic year 2021-2022 must request
an application form in writing from:

Truist
Stephen's Scholarship Fund

c/o H. Wilkes Evans, Vice President
1246 First Avenue, 5th Floor

Columbus, GA 31901

Sign up for E-News & Stay Connected at www.stpaulsmacon.org
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Help us Find Paul!
Paul has been staying safe hiding in
quarantine! Search this Epistle to find
the "mini Paul". The first person to call
in or email the  church office with his
location will win a socially-distanced
coffee or lunch with Father Bryan...on
us! 

Sign Up for E-News
To sign up for E-news visit our website
www.stpaulsmacon.org, scroll to the
bottom of the homepage and fill out the
box titled, "Sign up for E-news and
Updates" (pictured to the left). St. Paul's
sends out Quick News every Tuesday
and an Epistle-ette every Friday. When
Sunday worship is virtual, instructions
and bulletins will be sent through E-
news.  Pastoral Care Monthly Captains

April: Mary Hinson (hinsonmhm@yahoo.com)
May: Mary MacNeil (marymacneil57@aim.com)

 

If you have a need for Pastoral Care, feel free to
reach out to the monthly captain or to Kathy
Sprenger at (720)-275-6655. 

Property & Grounds: Hard at Work
As we began to regather after a year of
worshipping strictly from home, St. Paul's
Property & Grounds have been working
hard to improve our spaces around campus.
Recently, they have overseen the repainting
of our Parish Hall Parking Lot and have
significantly cleaned up our Outdoor
Chapel. Special thanks to: Alex Mitchell,
John & Sarah Robison, Preston Aldridge,
Sean McCrackin (pictured in the bush to the
left), David & Jane Lucas and Glenn & Kathy
Sprenger. 

We appreciate your dedication to
beautifying our sacred spaces!



Parish Night Out (PNO): Resumes May 5th
May PNO (May 5) - Cinco de Mayo: We will gather on Wednesday, May 5th at 6pm outside (on the grass
behind the Parish House) for a Cinco de Mayo picnic. Bring your own chair, frozen beverage, and food to
celebrate!

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stpaulsmacon.org

A Candler Foundry Course: 
We Have Seen the Lord: The Resurrection

and Its Audience in Each Gospel
This course will investigate and compare the
resurrection stories from all four gospels. We will
explore how the gospel writers use the resurrection
appearances of Jesus in creating portraits of Jesus
for a variety of audiences in the early Christian
community. To conclude the course, we will reflect
on how these four unique portraits of the Risen
Jesus work together and speak to the Christian
community of today. This class will be held on
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. To register and learn more,
visit candlerfoundry.emory.edu/courses.

Fellowsh ip  at  St .  Paul ' s  Epis c opal  Church

    The Epistle | Easter 2021                                                                                                                                                          Page 5      

Weekly Men's & Women's Breakfast
The breakfast groups continue to meet via Zoom. The men gather on Thursdays at 9 am
while the women meet on Fridays at 9 am. Check E-news for Zoom links!  If breakfast
gatherings move away from a virtual format it will be announced in our normal
communications. All are welcome! See you there. 

Format i o n  at  St .  Paul ' s  Epis c opal  Church
St. Paul's Thursday Bible Study

Our Thursday Bible Study group is studying the
Gospel According to Mark, our primary gospel
readings in the lectionary for year B. We meet each
week on zoom at 10:30 am. The link is included in
each Tuesday E-News. You can join in at any time.
Come as you are, come as you can, just come!

Episcopal 101
Final call to sign up for our Episcopal 101 class, to
begin in May and June, running for about 6 weeks.
Once the group is formed, we will find the best
time(s) to meet. This class is for those seeking
confirmation or reception in to the Church, or
anyone who wants a refresher course. Contact
Father Bryan at bryan@stpaulsmacon.org.

Eucharist Class:
The Body of Christ, The Cup of Salvation

We will be embarking on a short class (4 weeks) via
zoom on the Eucharist with a book as study guide
during Easter season, perhaps overlapping into the
time after Pentecost. Look out for announcements
in our E-News and on our website.

Book Study: 'The Way of Love"
by The Most Rev. Michael Curry

We will read Bishop Curry’s immensely popular
book and study it over several sessions via zoom.
The start date and number of meetings are To Be
Determined. Look out for announcements in our E-
News and on our website.

Get Involved with St. Paul's Flower Guild
Are you looking for a way to get involved or for a
creative way to serve? St. Paul's Flower Guild, led by
Bill Murphy (pictured to the right), is welcoming new
members. No experience necessary, training will be
provided! Consider joining this meaningful ministry.
To join or to learn more, contact Bill Murphy
(billmurphy@bellsouth.net).



Diocese of Cape Coast, Ghana:
OBM Haitian Clergy Convocation

The Office of Black Ministries (OBM) seeks to inspire,
transform and empower people of the African Diaspora to
live fully into the Jesus Movement. Recognizing the
unique needs of the convocations within the Diaspora,
OBM has committed to individual gatherings to address
the specific interest and desires of each convocation and
to promote further fellowship across the Episcopal
church.

The OBM will be hosting its Haitian Clergy and Laity
Convocation Gathering on May 11 – May 12, 2021 as a
virtual online experience as well as in person gatherings
throughout Haiti. The conference theme is “United in
Christ For A Successful Ministry”.

The days will begin and end with prayers, reflection and
music drawn from the Haitian tradition. Plenaries will
include keynote presentations to address the leadership
development needs of the community. We are expecting
clergy participants on Day 1 of the conference with lay
leaders joining on Day 2.

Appleton's "Free to Read" Summer Program
With the generosity of people like you at St. Paul's,
Appleton Episcopal Ministries is supporting
projects around the Middle GA Convocation,
including our summer Appleton Free To Read
Program. We are actively purchasing books and
creating lesson plans. We are also recruiting,
interviewing, and hiring at least limited staff
members. I'm so excited that the quality of the
college and graduate school applicants is extremely
high this year, and I am already inspired by the
interest and commitment of these young adults
toward mentoring children who really need our
assistance and support. Bywords of the pandemic
are "nimble" and "innovative," and we are preparing
to operate our program either in person, by home
delivery, or by some hybrid method combining the
two. Thanks be to God!

-Submitted by Julie Groce
 Appleton Episcopal Ministries

Articles and memories for the next edition of The Epistle are due on May 17, 2021
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St .  Paul ' s  Outrea ch

To learn more or to register for this event, visit episcopalchurch.org/ministries/black-ministries/



Searching for Information about Rev, Dr. Charles H. Lee
The history majors David Cline and Savannah Curro of
Canterbury house have felt the spring fever and began to clean
the library. They found a book entitled One Hundred Years of
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, compiled by the Rector at the time,
Reverend Donald G. Mitchell Jr. 

One resident believes he has found the name of the apparition
he found in Canterbury when he first moved in. David Cline is
researching the rector through-and-through in his spare time
because once verified by baptism and confirmation records
from the Episcopal Diocese of West Virginia, places Dr. Lee as a
neighbor to his Great Grandparents. David has found this to be
a very close topic to him because the topics that he preached on
led to Reverend Dr. Lee’s unfortunate murder in the Rectory of
Christ Church Episcopal Church in St. Simon’s Island. The
image included in this document is the Rector’s Photo. He was
the first resident of the Rectory of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
and a staple of the Macon community.

If any parishioners have any information about Reverend Dr.
Lee and/or his wife Mrs. Susan Lee, (titled as Mrs. Lee in the
book and in Newspaper articles), please contact David Cline at
the following email addresses. All works that are submitted by
parishioners and outsiders will be acknowledged for their work
respectively. Once enough information has been compiled, the
students will submit our findings to the St. Paul’s Epistle.

Dcline266@gmail.com                   (main)
Dcline2019@outlook.com          (backup)

Outrea ch ,  Cont i nued
Volunteer with Loaves & Fishes

Loaves & Fishes is in need of volunteers. If you are
willing and able, consider working with this vital
organization. Volunteer opportunities include: office
assistant, front counter worker, house maintenance,
organizing and assisting with fundraisers, and many
more! For more information or to sign up for a shift,
email vsewell@loavesandfishesministry.org.

Cante rbury  House  News-  Campus  Minis t ry

Haitian Hope Meeting
There will be a Haitian Hope Meeting on
Sunday, May 2nd, at 1:30 pm at the home of
Marcia and Preston Aldridge. Please join us for
the first in person (with Covid protocols)
meeting at 205 Castlegate Road. We’ll meet
outside unless the weather causes us to move
inside. All are welcome to hear about what our
brothers and sisters hove been doing to keep the
education program up and running during this
difficult year. And the big question: where do we
go from here? Come join us! This is a vital
ministry for all of us as we walk the journey. 

Join us for Compline every weeknight at 7 pm on Facebook Live
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Canterbury House Residential Program (CHIRP): Meet Our Students!
Submitted by Kathy Sprenger

There are many of our St. Paul’s family  interested in the Canterbury House Students.  Before COVID
many parishioners would prepare home cooked meals for the student's monthly or bi-weekly meetings.
Due to the COVID protocols, we have switched to Gift Cards. The students prefer to shop at Kroger or
Publix. If you are willing and able to donate a gift card please contact the Church Office or Kathy
Sprenger (720-275-6655). The students would like to send a HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who
donated Gift Cards last semester. They are more appreciated and helpful than you know.
As many of you do not know our Canterbury House students we decided to introduce them through
The Epistle. In Lent's edition we met the ladies of the house, this time we will be meeting the men.

David Cline (pictured to the right)
David Cline is a History Major with an IT minor who
attends Middle Georgia State University. Outside of
Canterbury House and MGA, he officiates Compline
for St. Paul’s, Evening Prayer for St. Francis on
Facebook Live, and he assists St. Christopher’s
Audio/Visual work. David is new to the Episcopal
Church, he started attending St. Christopher’s in
January of 2020 and is working to be confirmed into
the Church. He works as an IT consultant and
technician at Central Computer Services LLC, where
he and his family are the owners and operators.
Outside of Church, Work, and School, he can be
found working on a new tech project or playing video
games. After he obtains his Bachelor’s in History, he
plans to work towards his J.D., or if the Lord calls him
more and more to do so, he will go to seminary to
become a Priest in the Episcopal Church.

Join us for worship on Sundays at 10 am in the Church or on Facebook Live
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Cameron Rolling (pictured to the left)
Cameron Rolling is a Senior at Mercer
University where he is completing a
Bachelors of Music degree in Music
Education,  with concentrations in voice
and conducting.



Worsh ip  wi th  Us
Weeknight Compline

St. Paul's holds a weeknight Compline service Monday -
Friday at 7 pm on Facebook Live. All are welcome to join us!
If you would like to be a Compline leader email the Church
Office or Father Bryan (bryan@stpaulsmacon.org). 

Sunday Schedule: In-Person Worship
There will be no registration as long as numbers do not
exceed guidelines, allowing us to make an open invitation.
All participants will still check in with an usher to record
their presence for contact tracing, if necessary. Contact the
Parish Office in advance if you require any other special
assistance. 

We will NOT have drive-through Communion while in-
person services are being held. If you wish to receive
Communion but do not feel comfortable returning to in-
person worship, please email bryan@stpaulsmacon.org.

Returning: Thursday Healing Eucharist in Beckwith Chapel
We are resuming our Eucharist with Healing Litany on Thursday’s at 12:05pm in Beckwith Chapel,
starting Thursday, April 15. This service is perfect for those who can get away during the lunch hour,
or simply find this time convenient. To the extent safe protocols allow, we lay hands on each other and
pray for healing of body, mind, and spirit. All who seek prayers and anointing with oil, or are willing to
support those seeking, are welcome!

Stay Connected & Sign up for E-News at www.stpaulsmacon.org
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W e l c o m e  B a c k !



Camp Mikell: Summer Camp

March 2021 Update about Summer Camp 2021 from Camp Mikell
We are excited to announce that we will be able to offer a summer program this year and are opening
registration. We realize that the COVID pandemic is not fully over at this time, but after much
consultation with the Diocesan COVID Task Force, we are confident in our ability to implement new
protocols based on guidelines from the CDC, the ACA, and the Diocesan COVID Task Force that will
allow us to run camp in a safe manner. Before you begin registering your camper, we want all families
to understand up front that camp this summer will be different from previous summers as we address
concerns related to COVID. Please review the documents on our website to familiarize yourself with
the new requirements and protocols before you start the registration process. Additional guidance or
requirements may be added if deemed necessary. Just like every summer, the safety of our campers,
counselors, and Staff are our first priority. At the same time, we believe we can create a worthwhile
summer experience despite the additional challenges, and we are working our hardest to make that a
reality. In fact, we believe more than ever that kids need our ministry of being in community away
from home in order to foster their development as young people. We are confident in our Staff’s
ability to be creative with activities and discover new ways to have fun, grow, and engage in spiritual
formation, all while protecting the health of those placed in our care.

About Camp Mikell
Camp Mikell is the Camp and Conference Center of the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta. We are located in
beautiful northeast Georgia, and our 460 acres includes mountains, valleys, waterfalls, and Little
Toccoa Creek. The Mikell Camp and Conference Center was established in 1941 by the Right Reverend
Henry Judah Mikell, Bishop of Atlanta, as a setting for Christian education and recreation for young
people. Over the years, it has developed into a year-round conference center. Camp Mikell serves
people of all ages in the Diocese and its parishes, as well as other groups whose purposes complement
our mission. We invite you to relax, look over our website, come pull up a rocking chair on one of our
porches and visit for awhile.

http://campmikell.com/wp-content/uploads/COVID-documents.pdf


During these unique, divisive, and challenging times, as we connect via
phone, zoom, emails and social media, let us recall our covenant guiding

how we should interact with one another. 
 

We Believe....
-Every voice is valuable, and should be respected and heard

-All opinions are equally considered and should be heard with an open mind
-No person or voice is more important than another, nor should override another. 

-Open communications (inclusions, honesty, transparency, clarity) are necessary in a
community of faith and trust.

-Conflict can be constructive and valuable when experienced with acceptance,
consideration, forgiveness, and reconciliation.

-We should be hold each other accountable in relationship, but mainly hold ourselves
accountable.

 
So we Covenant...

-To listen to each other with an open mind and loving heart
-To engage in active listening, giving our full attention, without argument, interruption,

or preparation of a rebuttal.
-To seek to understand, more than to be understood, asking questions in authentic

empathy.
-To share feelings openly, without accusation or blame, using "I" statements to

communicate. 
-To risk full disclosure and honesty in our relationships, and have patience with others

doing the same.
-To refuse to  participate in tolerate gossip, and to end gossip when encountered. 

-To talk to others rather than about others.
-To seek truth and honesty in our relationships, dealing in facts and first-hand

communications. 
-To be willing to grant, ask for, and accept forgiveness when we hurt each other, and

seek reconciliation.
-To de-personalize conflict, to disagree without being disagreeable. 

-To assume the best in each other, not jumping to conclusions.
-To assess and hold ourselves accountable in relationship, rather than judging others.

 
To Honor Our Baptismal Covenant We Will...

-Continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in
the prayers.

-Persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever we fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord.
-Proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ.

-Seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as ourself.
-Strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human

being
 

WE WILL WITH GOD'S HELP. 
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All are Welcome!
Sunday Morning Worship - 10 am in the Church

 (streamed live to Facebook)
 

Thursday Healing Service - 12:05 pm in Beckwith Chapel
 

May Parish Night Out - Wednesday, May 5th at 6 pm: 
Cinco de Mayo Celebration outside behind the Parish Hall


