
 

 
 
 

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
MACON, GEORGIA 

The Fourth Sunday after 

the Epiphany 
Sunday, January 31, 2021 at Home  



WELCOME! 
Welcome in the Lord’s name to St. Paul's Episcopal Church. No matter who you are and where 
you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome! You bless us with your presence. We have been 
gathering for over 150 years as a community to worship God and demonstrate our faith in our daily 
lives. We are currently gathering online, each in our own space, yet praising God together. We are 
delighted you are joining us, and hope to see you at future parish events. 

 
ABOUT EPIPHANY 

The third season of the church year is Epiphany. The word means "making God manifest". It is the 
church's response to God's Christmas. The primary theme is Baptism, beginning with the Feast of 
the Baptism of our Lord. A similar idea is reflected with the response of the magi who journeyed far 
to worship Jesus at Bethlehem. This season begins on the Day of the Epiphany and lasts until Ash 
Wednesday at the beginning of Lent. The liturgical color used on vestments is generally green, rep-
resenting the green things of God's earth and referring to growth of the spirit of God within us in 
response to His coming at Christmas tide.  

 
 

COVER ART  
Word of Life Mural 1964 AD 
by Millard Sheets (1907-1989) 
Mural located at the University of Notre Dame in South Bend, IN, USA.  
Notes from the artist: "What they asked me to do was to suggest in a great processional the idea of 
a never-ending line of great scholars, thinkers, and teachers - saints that represented the best that 
man has recorded, and which are found represented in a library. The thought was that the various 
periods that are suggested in the theme have unfolded in the continuous process of one generation 
giving to the next. I put Christ at the top with the disciples to suggest that He is the great teacher - 
that is really the thematic idea."  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

*indicates people stand | BCP is Book of Common Prayer | Hymnal 1982       
Prelude 
*Hymn in Procession          “Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness”                     Hymn 339 
1 Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness, 
leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 
come into the daylight’s splendor; 
there with joy thy praises render 
unto him whose grace unbounded 
hath this wondrous banquet founded; 
high o’er all the heavens he reigneth, 
yet to dwell with thee he deigneth. 
2 Sun, who all my life dost brighten; 
Light, Who dost my soul enlighten; 
Joy the best that any knoweth; 
Fount, whence all my being floweth; 
at thy feet I cry, my Maker, 
let me be a fit partaker 
of this blessed food from heaven, 
for our good, thy glory, given. 
3 Jesus, Bread of life, I pray thee, 
let me gladly here obey thee; 
never to my hurt invited, 
be thy love with love requited; 
from this banquet let me measure, 
Lord, how vast and deep it's treasure; 
through the gifts thou here dost give me 
as thy guest in heaven receive me. 
*Opening Acclamation          BCP, p.355 
 Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
*Collect for Purity          BCP, p.355 
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 



Lord.  
People: Amen.  
*Gloria to God                            Hymn S-278 
1. Glory to god in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
2. Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
3. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
4. you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
5. you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
6. For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
7. you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father, Amen. 
*The Collect           BCP, p.357 
 Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Celebrant: Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: 
Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever.  
People:   Amen. 

Please be seated for the lessons. 
THE WORD OF GOD 

First Reading                             Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy. 
Moses said: The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 
own people; you shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the Lord your 



God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my 
God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” Then the Lord replied to me: 
“They are right in what they have said. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from 
among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak 
to them everything that I command. Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet 
shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the 
name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not 
commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”  
 Reader:  The Word of the Lord.  
 People: Thanks be to God. 

Gradual: Psalm 111                                                                            Confitebor tibi 
1 Hallelujah! 
 I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, * 
 in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 
2 Great are the deeds of the Lord! * 
 they are studied by all who delight in them. 
3 His work is full of majesty and splendor, * 
 and his righteousness endures for ever. 
4 He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; * 
 the Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 
5 He gives food to those who fear him; * 
 he is ever mindful of his covenant. 
6 He has shown his people the power of his works * 
 in giving them the lands of the nations. 
7 The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; * 
 all his commandments are sure. 
8 They stand fast for ever and ever, * 
 because they are done in truth and equity. 
9 He sent redemption to his people; 
 he commanded his covenant for ever; * 
 holy and awesome is his Name. 
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; * 
 those who act accordingly have a good understanding; 
 his praise endures for ever. 
Second Reading                        1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.  



Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does not yet 
have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him. Hence, as to the 
eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and that 
“there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on 
earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords— yet for us there is one God, the 
Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
through whom are all things and through whom we exist. It is not everyone, however, who 
has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still 
think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is 
defiled. “Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no 
better off if we do. But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a 
stumbling block to the weak. For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the 
temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point 
of eating food sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom 
Christ died are destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of your family, and 
wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause 
of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall.  
 Reader:  The Word of the Lord.  
 People: Thanks be to God. 
*Gospel                            Mark 1:21-28
 Reader:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
 People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an 
unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you 
come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying 
with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one 
another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean 
spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding 
region of Galilee.   
 Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
Sermon                   The Rev. Bryan Hinson 



*The Nicene Creed                    BCP, p.358  
Prayers of the People  
As the people gathered in Capernaum to hear Jesus’ words, so too have we come together 
to hear God’s word. Let us boldly offer our prayers to God, saying: Lord, have mercy.  
 

For the world in which we live and to which we are called, let us pray to the Lord:  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For the nations of the world, and for world peace, let us pray to the Lord:  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For the church of Christ, zealous in our mission, compassionate in service. We pray 
especially for: ++Michael, +Rob, and +Don our bishops; Bryan+ and Gary+ our priests; 
for the bishop and people of our companion and partner, Diocese of Cape Coast, Ghana; 
and for all congregations seeking new or renewed direction. Let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For this congregation and for our hearing the word, let us pray to the Lord:  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For all who labor in the world and in the church. We pray especially for our ministries with: 
Appleton Episcopal Ministries, Campus Ministry, Daybreak, Haitian Hope, Loaves and 
Fishes, Path to Shine, St. Paul Apartments and Village, and Weekend Lunch. Let us pray to 
the Lord:  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For those who are sick, and for those who care for them. For those on our long and short 
term prayer lists. Let us pray to the Lord:  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For the homeless and for the refugees, let us pray to the Lord:  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
For those with whom we rejoice, and for those whose joy is known only in the secrets of 
their hearts, let us pray to the Lord:  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
O God, we commend to your care all for whom we pray, in the confidence that your love 
for them is greater than anything we can know or imagine. Hear us, through Christ our 
Lord.  
People: Amen.  
The Peace 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
Offertory                                                          



*The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A              BCP, p. 361 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 
 *Sursum Corda  
 Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
 People And also with you. 

 Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
 People We lift them to the Lord. 
 Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds adding the proper preface. 
Celebrant: “Therefore we praise you … proclaim the glory of your Name:” 
*Sanctus                  Spoken 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  
The People may be seated, then the Celebrant continues.  
Memorial Acclamation   
 Celebrant: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 All:  Christ has died. 
   Christ is risen. 
   Christ will come again.  
The Celebrant continues 
“We celebrate the memorial of our redemption… 
The Great Amen          BCP, p.363 
Celebrant: “… all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.” 
All:  AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer                               BCP, p.364 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
  we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 



  temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 *Breaking of the Bread   
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.  A period of silence is kept. 
 Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.  
The Invitation to Holy Communion                  BCP, p.364 
Post Communion Prayer                    BCP, p.365 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

All:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
  living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 
  fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and  
  Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us  
  strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
  singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

The Blessing 

*Closing Hymn                  “O love, how deep, how broad, how high”                       Hymn 448 

1 O love, how deep, how broad, how high, 
how passing thought and fantasy, 
that God, the Son of God, should take 
our mortal form for mortals' sake! 

2 For us baptized, for us he bore 
his holy fast and hungered sore; 
for us temptations sharp he knew; 
for us the tempter overthrew. 

3 For us he prayed; for us he taught; 
for us his daily works he wrought: 
by words and signs and actions, thus 
still seeking not himself, but us. 

4 For us to wicked hands betrayed, 
scourged, mocked, in purple robe arrayed, 
he bore the shameful cross and death; 
for us gave up his dying breath. 

5 For us he rose from death again; 
for us he went on high to reign; 



for us he sent his Spirit here 
to guide, to strengthen, and to cheer. 

6 All glory to our Lord and God 
for love so deep, so high, so broad; 
the Trinity whom we adore 
forever and forevermore. 
*Dismissal                      BCP, p.366 

The Deacon, or Celebrant, sends us forth into the world; the people respond 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Postlude                         

 

Please consider joining us for Drive-Through Communion in the Parish House 
parking lot.  Available from 11—11:30 am.   

 



ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

CLERGY 
The Rt. Rev. Robert C. Wright, Bishop 

The Rt. Rev. Don A. Wimberly, Assisting Bishop 
The Rev. Bryan Hinson, Priest-in-Charge 

The Rev. Dr. Gary Abbott, Retired Priest-in-Residence 
 

STAFF 
Nadine Cheek, Organist/Choirmaster 

Dena Hobbs, Campus Ministry 
Leah Lowndes, Parish Administrator 

Akram Saymeh, Bookkeeper 
Mary Patmon, Custodian 

 

VESTRY MEMBERS 
Teri Kramer, Treasurer | Russell Lewis, Interim Chancellor | Tamika Sanders, Clerk 

 

Class of 2021 
Teri Kramer 

Nancy Ogilvie 
Word Train 

Class of 2022 
Billie Abbott 

Andrea Freeman 
Sean McCrackin 

Class of 2023 
Preston Aldridge 
Danny Greene 
Kathy Sprenger 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Prayer Lists  

 

We pray for those on our parish prayer list: Betty, Bubber, Casey, Dakota, Daw-
son, Hallie, Jamie, Jim, Kay, the Lowndes family, Paul, Richard, Terri, the Vane family, 
Wesley, the Wilcox family  

 

We pray for those on our long term parish prayer list: Beatrice, Betty, Blair, the 
Broome family, Brother, Carol, Cathy, the Coley family, Donna, Frank, George, the 
Gregory family, Jim, Judy, Kimberly, Mike, Rebecca, Richard, Vernon   

 

We pray for our ministries with: Appleton Episcopal Ministries, Campus Ministry, 
Daybreak, Haitian Hope, Loaves and Fishes, Path to Shine, St. Paul’s Apartments and Vil-
lage, and Weekend Lunch. 




