
 

 
 
 

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
MACON, GEORGIA 

Advent I 
Sunday, November 29, 2020 @ 10:00 am  



WELCOME! 
Welcome in the Lord’s name to St. Paul's Episcopal Church. No matter who you are and where you are 
on your journey of faith, you are welcome! You bless us with your presence. We are gathering in 
unique ways during this time of COVID, thus we are worshiping in our Outdoor Chapel. Please review 
all the posted instructions, found in the email confirming your registration and in the back of this bulle-
tin. We all are following these guidelines to love and care for one another. 
 

When you exit your car, please wear a mask until you return to your vehicle. Due to our safety guide-
lines, ushers will seat you based upon the size of your group or special needs. You may place your chair
(s) in your assigned space; please remain there during worship. During worship, at various times we 
stand, sit, and kneel; these instructions are for those who are physically able. An * indicates the peo-
ple stand. There will be no bulletin or handouts, processions, congregational singing, or offering 
plate. ‘The Peace’ will be passed without touch, using some distanced sign of peace. When our service 
concludes, please return to your vehicle with safe distancing and do not congregate. All these precau-
tions are to protect each other’s health. Thank you for your cooperation. We are delighted you are 
with us, and hope to see you again at future parish events. 
 

REGARDING COMMUNION 

All who seek Christ are welcome at God's Table. After the invitation to communion, Eucharist in one 

kind (bread only), wrapped in a plastic bag for safety, will be brought to you. In our Eucharistic Theol-

ogy, receiving in one kind is efficacious as fully partaking of the Eucharistic feast. Please remain in your 

space. You may stand and hold your hands out to receive, but standing is not necessary. Take the bread 

out and consume reverently. Please retain your plastic bag and dispose of properly. If you do not wish 

to receive, cross your arms over your chest and you will receive a blessing.  

 

THE SEASON OF ADVENT 
Advent is a season of anticipation and expectancy. We are encouraged to notice the changes in worship ... the color is 
purple, we stand during the Eucharistic prayers in anticipation, and the readings point us to the birth of Christ. 
Greenery is placed at the altar instead of flowers, and an Advent wreath will be lit at each service. These variations 
throughout the church year help us pay attention that something during Advent is different. As we begin the new 
Church year, we begin to relive our story of faith anew. We explore the significance of the Incarnation as we 
anticipate the coming of Christ, Immanuel, God with us. Pay attention to the changing "season" and renew your faith. 
May Christ be revealed to you this Advent and Christmas. Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 
 

COVER ART  
Ventania, or, The Gale -  by Antonio Parreiras (1860-1937 AD)  
Painting completed in 1888 AD 
The cover art is based on Mark 13:24-37.  
 



HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

*indicates people stand | BCP is Book of Common Prayer | Hymnal 1982      
The Congregation is seated in silence in preparation for worship. Please maintain social distance. 
Prelude 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath  

*Hymn in Procession           
*Opening Acclamation          BCP, p.355 
 Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
*Collect for Purity          BCP, p.355 
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.  
People: Amen.  
*Kyrie                                                       S-91 

*The Collect           BCP, p.357 
 Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Celebrant: Let us pray. 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of 
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in 
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge 
both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
People:   Amen. 
Please be seated for the lessons. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

First Reading                                                 Isaiah 64:1-9 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would 
quake at your presence--as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil--
to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your 
presence! When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the 



mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. You meet 
those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and 
we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. We have all become like one who is 
unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our 
iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts 
to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the 
hand of our iniquity. Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our 
potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do 
not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 
 Reader:  The Word of the Lord.  
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual: Psalm 80:1-7,16-18                                                               Qui regis Israel 
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
4 O LORD God of hosts, * 

how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.  

 



Second Reading                          1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.   
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my 
God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for 
in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just 
as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in 
any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also 
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  
 Reader:  The Word of the Lord.  
 People: Thanks be to God. 
*Gospel                         Mark 13:24-37 
 Reader:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
 People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens 
will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 
glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 
branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I 
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. “But about that day or hour no 
one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep 
alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, 
when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 
or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: 
Keep awake.” 
 Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
Sermon                                        The Rev. Bryan Hinson 
*The Nicene Creed          BCP, p.358 
We believe in one God, 



    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
Prayers of the People  

At the beginning of this Advent season, let us offer our prayers to God, saying: Lord, have 
mercy.  
That our gracious Savior may rouse us from sleep and make us attentive to the nearness of his 
presence. We pray especially for, ++Michael, +Rob, and +Don our bishops; Bryan+ and 
Gary+ our priests; for the bishop and people of our companion and partner, Diocese of Cape 
Coast, Ghana; and for all congregations seeking new or renewed direction; let us pray to the 
Lord.  



People: Lord, have mercy.  
That we may discover God’s word in every sound of this world, God’s touch in every 
human embrace, and God’s love in every gesture of self-sacrifice among us. For our 
ministries with: Appleton Episcopal Ministries, Campus Ministry, Daybreak, Haitian Hope, 
Loaves and Fishes, Path to Shine, St. Paul Apartments and Village, and Weekend Lunch; let 
us pray to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
That divine energy and holy grace may bring our hearts to vigilance and make us see with 
uncovered eyes the Christ who suffers his people’s agonies, let us pray to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
That we may come to recognize in our holy assembly gathered for prayer that Jesus the 
Christ is with us here to make our songs of praise and pleading his own. We pray especially 
for those on our long and short term prayer lists; let us pray to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
That God’s coming into the days and years of our human history may be always new, always 
brimming with light to drive all darkness away, let us pray to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
Celebrant: Make ready our hearts for your coming, O Lord, and receive our prayers in the 
name of the one who comes, our gracious Savior, Jesus, the Christ.  
People: Amen.  
Confession of Sin (silence may be kept)                                                  BCP, p. 360 
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All:  Most merciful God, 
  we confess that we have sinned against you 
  in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done, 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
  have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in your will, 
  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name. Amen.  



Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.  
*The Peace            BCP, p.360 
Welcome and Announcements 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
Offertory                                          
Offertory Hymn                    
*The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A              BCP, p. 361 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 
 *Sursum Corda  
 Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
 People And also with you. 

 Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
 People We lift them to the Lord. 
 Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds adding the proper preface. 
Celebrant: “Therefore we praise you … proclaim the glory of your Name:” 
*Sanctus                  Spoken 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  
The People may be seated, then the Celebrant continues.  
Memorial Acclamation   
 Celebrant: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 All:  Christ has died. 
   Christ is risen. 
   Christ will come again.  
The Celebrant continues 
“We celebrate the memorial of our redemption… 
The Great Amen          BCP, p.363 



Celebrant: “… all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.” 
All:  AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer                               BCP, p.364 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
  we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
  temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 *Breaking of the Bread   
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.  A period of silence is kept. 
 Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.  
The Invitation to Holy Communion                  BCP, p.364 
Everyone is to remain seated. Communion in one kind (bread only) will be brought to you.  
Communion Hymn          

Post Communion Prayer                    BCP, p.365 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

All:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
  living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 
  fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and  
  Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us  
  strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
  singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

The Blessing 

*Closing Hymn                      

*Dismissal                      BCP, p.366 

The Deacon, or Celebrant, sends us forth into the world; the people respond 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Postlude                         

 

Please depart following health safety guidelines.  



ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

We pray for those on our parish prayer list: Andrea, Anna, Becky, Bob, Brad, The Broome 
Family, Bubber, Carol, Charlie, Danny, Debra, The Edge Family, Elizabeth, Ella, Estella, Eve, the 
Garner family, George, Geraldine, the Greene family, Harriette, Helen, Ishmael, James, Jamie, Jim, 
Julie, Kaleb, Kimberly, Madeline, Matthew, Martha, Melissa, Mike, Nadine, Nathaniel, Nichal, Pam, 
the Parker family, Phil, Ramsey, Robert, Roslyn, Roy, the Sanders Family, Sandy, Tamika, Terri, 
Victor, Walter, Wesley, William, William 
We pray for those on our long term parish prayer list: Amy, Becky, Betty, Betty, Bess, Bob, 
Chris, The Coley Family, Cynthia, Danny, Dawn, Debbie, Elizabeth, Francis, Hill, Howard, Jay, Jer-
ry, Jessica, Jill, Jim, Jonas, Julie, Karen, Kay, Kelly, Laverne, Mackenna, Marian, Mercer, Mike, 
Nicholas, Patrick, Rebecca, Red, Rhonda, Richard, Ruth, Shirley, Thom, Toni, Tony, Vernon 

CLERGY 
The Rt. Rev. Robert C. Wright, Bishop 

The Rt. Rev. Don A. Wimberly, Assisting Bishop 
The Rev. Bryan Hinson, Priest-in-Charge 

The Rev. Dr. Gary Abbott, Retired Priest-in-Residence 
 

STAFF 
Nadine Cheek, Organist/Choirmaster 

Dena Hobbs, Campus Ministry 
Leah Lowndes, Parish Administrator 

Akram Saymeh, Bookkeeper 
Mary Patmon, Custodian 

 

VESTRY MEMBERS 
Teri Kramer, Treasurer | Russell Lewis, Interim Chancellor | Tamika Sanders, Clerk 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Reader:  

Intercessor: 
Server:  

Altar Guild:  
Flower Guild:  

Ushers:  
 

Thank you for joining us in worship.  

Class of 2020 
Dustin Gilmore 
Alex Mitchell 

Tamika Sanders 

Class of 2021 
Charlie Bradshaw 

Teri Kramer 
Nancy Ogilvie  

Class of 2022 
Billie Abbott 

Andrea Freeman 
Sean McCrackin 


