"Love God.
Love your neighbors.
And while you're at it,
Love yourself."
-Bishop Michael Curry
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St. Paul's Episcopal Church

"Wherever you are in your journey of faith...We welcome you."
Contact Us

St. Paul's Staff

Phone: (478)-743-4623
Email:
office@stpaulsmacon.org
Website: www.stpaulsmacon.org
Address:
753 College Street
Macon, GA 31201

The Rev. Bryan Hinson, Rector
bryan@stpaulsmacon.org
The Rev. Dr. Gary Abbott,
Retired Priest-in-Residence
Leah Lowndes, Parish Administrator
office@stpaulsmacon.org
Eliza Usher, Bookkeeper
finance@stpaulsmacon.org
Nadine Cheek, Organist/Choirmaster
nwhitney57@cox.net
Dena Hobbs, Campus Ministry
denadouglashobbs@gmail.com
Mary Patmon, Custodian

Volunteers
Teri Kramer, Treasurer
finance@stpaulsmacon.org
Russell Lewis, Chancellor
RLewis6271@aol.com

St. Paul's Episcopal Church Vestry

Danny Greene, Warden (dgreene478@windstream.net), Preston Aldirdge, Jr. Warden (aldridge .pres ton@ gmail.com), Billie Abbott (gb.abot@yahoo.com), Andrea Freeman (andrea.freeman@coxmedia.com), Sean McCrackin
(scmccrackin@yahoo.com), Kathy Sprenger (kjsprenger@gmail.com), Word Train (gtrain2531@aol.com), Teri
Kramer (terikramer@southernassociationservices.com), Nancy Ogilvie (harriette60@gmail.com)
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Jr. Warden's Word: Preston Aldridge
Greetings dear fellow St. Paul's Parishioners!
Praise God for 2021 and the hope it brings for better and more times together! I am excited about
the many things happening as we emerge CAREFULLY from the Year of the COVID. Parish Nights
Out as in OUTside, Macon Bacon baseball together, etc., etc. And don’t forget the St. Paul’s Outside
Workday October 2 with more to come about this. Soon we will welcome new and veteran students
to the Canterbury House for the fall as we celebrate and rejoice in the use of our beautiful facility
by the teachers of God’s children in the Appleton Free to Read summer program led so aptly by
Julie Groce.
As always, we thank and praise the many volunteers and leaders in our parish. None of this
happens without their work and determination to carry out God’s calling in this place. Remember
in your prayers all the ministry needs we pray for each day – Appleton Episcopal Ministries,
Campus Ministry, Daybreak, Haitian Hope, Loaves and Fishes, Path to Shine, St. Paul’s Apartments
and Village, and Weekend Lunch.
God’s Peace,
Preston Aldridge
Junior Warden
St. Paul's Episcopal Church Vestry

St. Paul's Office Updates
Ring our Bell!

The Parish House is now equipped with Ring
video doorbells. This new installation increases
safety and awareness of who is entering our
spaces. They are easy to use, just walk up and
press the button as you would with a classic
doorbell. Someone from the office will be
notified to let you in. Smile - You're on camera!

The Church Office will
be closed on
Monday, September 6th
in observance of
Labor Day.
St. Paul's Episcopal Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday
9 am - 3 pm
478.743.4623
office@stpaulsmacon.org
Interested in volunteering in the Church
Office? Email or call the office to learn
more!

Submit articles & news for St. Paul's communications to office@stpaulmacon.org
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Parish Updates & Announcements
Pastoral Update - Stacy Hinson

After evaluation by the Transplant Review Board, Stacy has been approved for kidney
transplantation! The previous kidney transplant, donated by her brother Bob, served Stacy for almost
20 years. Truly a gift of life!
Stacy is now on the transplant list awaiting a donor. This is a bitter sweet prospect, as these
desperately needed organs come from those who have lost their life and whose loved ones grieve, yet
the donor had the foresight and compassion to register as an organ donor. The Hinson’s are painfully
familiar with this process as the organs donated after the tragic loss of their daughter Abby saved
many lives. Please consider organ donation and let your loved ones know your intentions. As the
saying goes, “Don’t take your organs to heaven, heaven knows we need them here!”
There is also the prospect of a living kidney donor for Stacy, and a few loved ones have stepped
forward to be tested for compatibility. Meanwhile, Stacy undergoes dialysis 3 times per week, 3.5
hours per session, to do the work her kidney cannot. It is a grueling, but live maintaining necessity.
The goal of a new kidney may take months, or even years. The Hinson family continues to press on
with faith and hope, propped up by your prayers and support. Thank you!

Lifted Up in Prayer

Our familiar “Let Us Pray” cards are now available in the back of the
church. Simply fill out a card and place in the Offering basket in the
back of the church. You may also submit an Online Prayer Request
via our website under the link “Virtual Church”, or by contacting the
Parish Office (478-743-4623).

Welcome Our New Bookkeeper!

St. Paul's Finance Office is happy to announce
the arrival of our new Bookkeeper, Eliza Usher.
Eliza Usher is currently in her senior year at
Middle Georgia State University. She recently
turned twenty years old and is from Warner
Robins. Eliza will receive her Bachelor of
Science Degree in Business Administration
with a concentration in Accounting in May of
2022. After college, she plans to pursue her
master’s degree and obtain her CPA license. In
her spare time she enjoys listening to music,
traveling, and spending time with family and
friends. Welcome, Eliza!

Help us Find Paul!

Paul has been staying safe
hiding in quarantine! Search
this Epistle to find the "mini
Paul". The first person to call or
email the church office with his
location will win a sociallydistanced coffee or lunch with
Father Bryan...on us!

Reminder: The Offering Plate is now available
during Sunday services.
The next edition of the Epistle will cover Pentecost III (October - November 2021)
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Parish Birthdays and Anniversaries
September Birthdays
August Birthdays
09/03: Stanley Brown
08/01: Teri Kramer, Nancy Ogilvie
09/08: Albie Yefko, Mark Thompson
08/06: Leah Lowndes
09/10: Margaret McMichael
08/07: Walter Massey
09/11: Catharine Liles, Whittier Wright
08/08: Mariann Evans, Jim Tonn
09/12: Stacy Hinson
08/09: Tamika Sanders
09/13: Dawson Moore
08/10: Norman Glover
09/15: Christopher Stokes
08/11: Pamela Lightsey
09/19: Freeman McCluskey
08/12: Terri Yeomans
09/21: Kay Davis
08/23: Kay Moore, Gail Moulton
09/24: George McCommon, Del Leslie Ward
08/29: Sandy Cadle
09/26: The Rev. Dr. Gary Abbott
August Anniversaries
September Anniversaries
08/21: Wesley & Amelda Chapman
09/04: Jim & Linda Tonn
08/23: Charles & Emily Cook
09/07: Brother & Catharine Liles,
08/26: John & Mary Patmon
Ranny & Gail Moulton
08/31: Glenn & Kathy Sprenger
09/22: Wesley & Tanya Edge
09/27: Steven & Tamika Sanders
C e l e b r a t e ! 09/28: Monty & Carol Cheshire
09/30: Brant & Andrea Freeman,
James & Jodi Palmer

Let us Pray: Praying our St. Paul's Prayer Lists

As a community, we are inviting all to "Let Us Pray" for any needs or concerns of our people. Please
fill out a “Let Us Pray” card on Sunday morning or a “Virtual Prayer Card” on our website to allow us
to engage in prayer more deeply with both devotion and action. Thank you for sharing your prayer
concerns with St. Paul's and allowing the parish to share those prayers with God.
We pray for those on our parish prayer list: Betty, Bubber, Casey, Dakota, Dawson, the Hinson
family, Jamie, Jim, Jimmy, Jimmy, Joy, Kay, the MacNeil family, Mary, Melanie, Nigel, Paul, Terri, the
Vane family, Wanda, the Ward family, Wesley, the Wilcox family
We pray for those on our long term parish prayer list: Beatrice, Betty, Blair, the Broome family,
Carol, Cathy, the Coley family, Donna, Frank, George, the Gregory family, James, Jim, Judy,
Kimberly, Mike, the Pursley family, Rebecca, Richard, Stacy, Vernon

Pastoral Care Contact

If you have a need for
Pastoral Care, feel free to
reach out to the Pastoral
Care team or to Kathy
Sprenger at (720)-2756655 (pictured to the
left).

Sign up for E-News & Stay Connected at www.stpaulsmacon.org
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Fellowship & Formation at St. Paul's Episcopal Church
August & September Parish Nights Out

August PNO: For August, St. Paul’s will take to the baseball
diamond and support our local team, the Macon Bacon! Join us on
Thursday, August 19th, at 7 pm. Gather family, friends, strangers,
people you meet on the street! This is always a fun event! Come
cheer for the home team and share your St. Paul’s spirit! Tickets
available through E-News or the Church Office.
September PNO: Covered dish is BACK! All are welcome to a
Parish Dinner on Wednesday, September 1st at 6 pm.

Weekly Men's & Women's Breakfast:
Men Add an In-Person Option

The breakfast groups continue to meet via Zoom. The
men gather on Tuesdays at 9 am while the women meet
on Fridays at 9 am. Check E-news for Zoom links! The
men have also opted to meet on Thursdays at 8:30 am at
Cox Café, Macon. All are welcome! See you there.

Property & Grounds Work Day

Calling all of St. Paul's Faithful Gardeners - Save the Date
for Saturday, October 2nd from 9 am to Noon. Lunch will be
provided! We will primarily focus on our outdoor spaces,
including the Outdoor Chapel. To sign up as an individual
or team, email kjsprenger@gmail.com with your name,
family/team members, and phone number. Keep up with ENews for more details.

Sunday Morning Coffee & Conversation

Our 9 am Sunday morning gathering will resume on Sunday, September 12th! The format will be
slightly different as we work our way back into this tradition. As in the past, we will have a mix of
lectionary study, special topics, and special guests. Please look out for opportunities to host and
information about our conversations. All are welcome!

Thursday Bible Study Returns

Our St. Paul's Thursday Bible Study group will resume on
September 9th, the Thursday after Labor Day, in the Parish
Hall! We will also provide a zoom link in each Tuesday ENews for those who are not able to attend in person. We
will begin studying the Gospel According to Luke in
anticipation of lectionary Year C which begins on Advent 1.
We will use N.T. Wright’s book, “Luke for Everyone” as a
companion (helpful, but not required).
You can join in at any time. Come as you are,
come as you can, just come!
Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stpaulsmacon.org

The Epistle | Pentecost 2021

What's Happening Around St. Paul's?

Page 6

Stewardship: Forward Together

On Sunday, September 12, St. Paul's will begin the 2021
stewardship campaign. This year’s theme is “Forward,
Together,” marking how we will move forward together as a
congregation from the darker days of the past year and a half
into the brighter days of the future ahead. Pledge cards will
be mailed September 10, so check your mailboxes! The
campaign will wrap up October 17 and pledge cards will be
due November 1. Pledges also may be completed online.
Congratulations to Jake & Kate Werchan,
who were married at St. Pau's in June.

Fr. Bryan's Serpent Story

Last month in church, apparently
Father Bryan preached Satan
right out of the building! This
serpent was seen scurrying off
campus, unable to tolerate the
Good News, and realizing none of
St. Paul's faithful would be
susceptible to his temptation. In
related news, St. Paul's may have
a future in basketball, as it was
discovered upon encountering
the slithery creature, Father
Bryan has a 48" leap.

Next Stewardship Meeting:
Monday, August 16 at 5:30 pm via Zoom

Convocation Confirmation with
Bishop Wright at St. Paul's

All are welcome to support our
confirmands from St. Paul’s and
around the Middle GA Convocation
on August 15th at 2 pm. Bishop Rob
Wright will join us at St. Paul’s and
confirm/receive/reaffirm candidates
who have been preparing for this
sacrament. Join us and lift up your
brothers and sisters. There will be a
small reception after the service. All
Are Welcome!

The Old City Flower Show at St. Paul's: Returning January 2022

It's official! The Old City Flower Show is back and will be held at St. Paul's Episcopal Church January
20th-25th of 2022. There will be musical guests, an art show featuring local artists, a tea room and of
course...lots of beautiful flowers! This popular event requires many volunteers. Right now the biggest
needs are for a graphic artist, communications leader, and business sponsors. If you would like to
volunteer or learn more, contact Bill Murphy (billmurphy@bellsouth.net).

Articles and memories for the next edition of The Epistle are due September 20, 2021
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Spotlight on Ministry: Back to School
Path-to-Shine, ELF, and Haitian Hope

Path-to-Shine, Downtown Macon at
St. Paul's: We're Back!

Plans are in the making to return our Path to
Shine mentoring program to a face-to-face
format again this fall. Path to Shine will meet
Thursday afternoons from 3:30-5:30 pm
following the Bibb County school calendar
for holidays, etc. As in the past, we will need
volunteers to help with providing snacks,
driving the van, and being a chaperone on the
van. With sufficient volunteers, this would
only require a commitment of at most 1 hour
a month. Another way to volunteer is by
reading a book or sharing a craft or talent
during one of the sessions. The children love
visitors.

ELF: Introducing the 2021-2022
Canterbury House Residents

We are excited to host three students in Canterbury
House residential ministry this year. David, a returning
resident, is a Junior at Middle Georgia State University.
He is studying history and loves leading evening prayer
for our community churches and ELF. Savanah, a
returning resident, is a Junior at Mercer. She is
studying organ and history and loves hiking the
beautiful places around Georgia. A special welcome to
Nico, our new resident who is a Junior at Mercer. He is
studying history and is a top-notch restaurant server in
Macon.
We often welcome the students with a basket of
household products. If you would like to donate toilet
paper, laundry detergent, dish soap, etc, you can drop
them off at St Paul's office the second week of August.

Although we have several mentors already
committed, we still need more. Wouldn’t it be
Thanks as always for your generous support of our
great to have one mentor for each student!
Canterbury House ministry!
Where can you be a part of this program
influencing the life of a young person? For
Haitian Hope: Golf Classic
more information or to volunteer, contact
Save the date for Haitian Hope's annual Golf Classic on
Billie Abbott at 478-230-9309 or email,
Tuesday, September 21 at Healy Point Golf Course. The
gb.abot@yahoo.com.Hoping to hear from
cost is $80, which includes your greens fee, a cart, range
you.
balls and a deli lunch. All proceeds will go to support St.
If Thursday is not a convenient day for you, Marc's School in Trouin, Haiti. For more information and
then you may want to consider volunteering to sign-up contact any of the following St. Paul's Haitian
at one of the other Path to Shine programs in Hope representatives:
our area that are on another day of the week.
David Lucas (478)-731-6774
St. Francis is helping to sponsor a program at
Ranny Moulton (478)-731-4475
their church, contact person is Julie Groce,
Preston Aldridge (704)-618-3529
missioner for Appleton Ministries. Then there
is a program at Perry lead by Christine
Hoskins, 478-957-2988.Volunteers are always
needed for many tasks.

Join us for Compline every weeknight at 7 pm on Facebook Live
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Get Involved with Cape Coast, Ghana:
Why do we pray each Sunday for the Diocese of Cape Coast,
Ghana? What is this companion diocese partnership all about?

The partnership with Cape Coast Ghana began in December of 2017. The
purpose of this partnership is an effort to repair the breach begun 400
years ago and journey together toward reconciliation, healing, and
spiritual growth. The relationship is mutually supportive in prayer,
learning, and resources. Pilgrimages to Cape Coast have helped our
diocese to better understand the culture and to build stronger ties of
communication.

The Diocese of Atlanta is looking to expand this relationship by asking
individual parishes in our diocese to partner with individual parishes in
Cape Coast. The parish-to- parish partnership would be established to
build relationships, share about each other’s culture, to walk along beside
one another as we serve Christ, and to support each other in ministry
through prayer.
Church members interested in exploring this new, exciting avenue of
ministry are asked to contact Father Bryan through the church office, 478743-4623 or by email, bryan@stpaulsmacon.org.

Pastoral Care and Canterbury House

Pastoral Care would like to welcome our Campus Ministry students: David,
Savannah, Beautiful, and Nico! We are also excited to announce that
Canterbury House dinners will return this fall. The students gather at the
house every Thursday at 5 pm for fellowship and a provided meal. St. Paul's
will host the first dinner on August 26th at 5 pm serving pasta, salad, and
bread. Please contact Kathy Sprenger (720-275-6655) if you are interested in
being involved with a dinner this school year.

Weekend Lunch at Christ Church

Each Saturday and Sunday, Episcopal volunteers from all three churches in
Macon gather at Christ Church to serve lunch to our homeless, low income,
and hungry brothers and sisters. Meals are served and prepared in Jones
Chapel at Christ Church located on Walnut Street Lane. Every Saturday and
Sunday, our doors open for our guests at 12:00 and close at 1:00 pm. Many
teams signup for multiple weekends a year after year finding Weekend
Lunch to be an important spiritual practice. Our Ministry is always looking
to develop new teams and acquire additional volunteers and support. If
you’re unable to serve the entire day, short shifts of 2 hours are available;
9:30am to 11:30 and 11:30 to 1:00. To get involved contact the Church Office.

Volunteer with Loaves & Fishes

Loaves & Fishes is in need of volunteers. If you are willing and able, consider working with this vital
organization. Volunteer opportunities include: office assistant, front counter worker, house
maintenance, organizing and assisting with fundraisers, and many more! (478-741-1007
Stay Connected & Sign up for E-News at www.stpaulsmacon.org
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Worship with Us

Weeknight Compline

St. Paul's holds a weeknight Compline service Monday
- Friday at 7 pm on Facebook Live. All are welcome to
join us! If you would like to be a Compline leader
email the Church Office or Father Bryan
(bryan@stpaulsmacon.org).

Thursday Healing Service

We have resumed our Eucharist with Healing Litany
on Thursday’s at 12:05pm in Beckwith Chapel. This
service is perfect for those who can get away during
the lunch hour, or simply find this time convenient.
To the extent safe protocols allow, we lay hands on
each other and pray for healing of body, mind, and
spirit. All who seek prayers and anointing with oil, or
are willing to support those seeking, are welcome!
(Pictured to the left)

Sundays at 10 am: Holy Eucharist In-Person, in the Church

We have returned to “normal” Sunday worship. Registration is not required, there is plenty of room,
and we continue to practice safe gathering. All participants will still check in with an usher to record
their presence for contact tracing, if necessary. Contact the Parish Office in advance if you require
any other special assistance. Unvaccinated and immune-compromised folks are asked to remain
masked. Thank you in advance for your cooperation in keeping St. Paul's safe and comfortable for all.

Return of Solemn Evensong

All are encouraged to participate in "Second Sunday
Evensong" with Eucharist in Beckwith Chapel
beginning on September 12th at 5 pm. Join us for this
ancient expression of our faith and worship. Candlelight, incense, and chanted prayers create a sacred
space to encounter the living God! After worship, we
will go to a local restaurant to continue fellowship,
food and fun.

Blessing of the
Backpacks & Briefcases
Join us for 10 am worship on
Sunday, August 29th for a special Blessing of
Backpacks & Briefcases as we enter the
2021-2022 School Year. We will also bless our
Canterbury House students.

ELF Eucharist: 1st Thursdays

Our Canterbury House residents will be hosting a
College Student Eucharist at 7 pm on 1st Thursdays
beginning in September.
St. Paul's Episcopal Church | 753 College Street, Macon | 478.743.4323 | office@stpaulsmacon.org

During these unique, divisive, and challenging times, as we connect via
phone, zoom, emails and social media, let us recall our covenant guiding
how we should interact with one another.
We Believe....

-Every voice is valuable, and should be respected and heard
-All opinions are equally considered and should be heard with an open mind
-No person or voice is more important than another, nor should override another.
-Open communications (inclusions, honesty, transparency, clarity) are necessary in a
community of faith and trust.
-Conflict can be constructive and valuable when experienced with acceptance,
consideration, forgiveness, and reconciliation.
-We should be hold each other accountable in relationship, but mainly hold ourselves
accountable.

So we Covenant...

-To listen to each other with an open mind and loving heart
-To engage in active listening, giving our full attention, without argument, interruption,
or preparation of a rebuttal.
-To seek to understand, more than to be understood, asking questions in authentic
empathy.
-To share feelings openly, without accusation or blame, using "I" statements to
communicate.
-To risk full disclosure and honesty in our relationships, and have patience with others
doing the same.
-To refuse to participate in tolerate gossip, and to end gossip when encountered.
-To talk to others rather than about others.
-To seek truth and honesty in our relationships, dealing in facts and first-hand
communications.
-To be willing to grant, ask for, and accept forgiveness when we hurt each other, and
seek reconciliation.
-To de-personalize conflict, to disagree without being disagreeable.
-To assume the best in each other, not jumping to conclusions.
-To assess and hold ourselves accountable in relationship, rather than judging others.

To Honor Our Baptismal Covenant We Will...

-Continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in
the prayers.
-Persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever we fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord.
-Proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ.
-Seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as ourself.
-Strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human
being

WE WILL WITH GOD'S HELP.

For Daily Devotions
and Messages

Follow the Diocese of
Atlanta on Facebook

Save the Dates
August 15: Confirmation with Bishop Wright
August 19: Parish Night Out at Macon Bacon
August 29: Blessing of the Backpacks & Briefcases
September 1: Parish Night Out
September 9: Bible Study Begins
September 12: Stewardship Campaign Begins
September 21: Haitian Hope Golf Classic
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