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A Message from Father Bryan

Dear sisters and brothers,

"Best Laid Plans..."

I miss you all dearly. I realize I am not alone in this longing. As I talk with many of you on
the phone, text, email, and zoom, one thing is clear ... we miss each other!
If you are like me, you have spent some of this unique, crazy, challenging time reflecting on what God
might be saying to or teaching us, and what we have to learn. Personally, I am learning, as the saying
goes, to ‘let go and let God’. While I know God is our cosmic cruise director, I occasionally like to live in
the illusion that I have just the tiniest bit of control of my little corner of the world. I am being
continually shown otherwise. I am a planner, and like to keep my ‘To Do’ lists. After working through
Plan A, then B, then C, and so on, I am convinced our most realistic and faithful plan is to offer God our
best intentions, then listen to see what God might have to say about it.
Your Vestry, Clergy, and Worship Team leaders reviewed the guidelines for regathering offered by the
diocese and determined we were not ready at that time, but set our sights hopefully on Sunday,
September 13. We may regather on this date, but probably not. Given the recent rise and continued
threat of COVID-19, the Bishop has suggested the regathering guidelines are better suited for
planning and imagining, and not ready for actual gathering. We find ourselves in the same vague
situation regarding in-person gatherings as we started ... “Until Further Notice”. At the risk of making
our own plans, it was estimated at a recent clergy meeting that we may be in this current state until
after the end of the year. So much for best laid plans.
What could God be saying about all this? Allow me to offer what I am hearing from the still, small
voice. We are still God’s faithful community, no matter what the world throws at us. We are still called
to be disciples, discerning who God would have us be and what God would have us do. The Church has
always been adaptive and thrived, and will continue to do so! Some of our traditions and rituals have

"Best Laid Plans..."
Continued
been suspended (for now), but we continue to worship God in new and innovative ways, individually
and together. We find ourselves in this situation because we love and care for one another, and the
primary way we live into this gospel truth is social distancing and best health practices, such as
wearing masks and hand washing. We may be physically separated, but nothing can separate us
from the love of God and one another. We can find ways to communicate, check in, share our
journey, and love and support each other. Our ministries and mission continue, and all have an
opportunity to participate.
Please read this newsletter and notice that our kingdom work continues. The Holy Spirit is alive,
active, and palpably present at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Macon. Offer yourself and your ideas to
participate in how we adapt and thrive. Your Vestry and Clergy would love to hear from you. You all
are the glue that holds our community together. We are not complete without all of us. We remain
One as the Body of Christ.
“So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being
renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of
glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for
what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.” - 2 Cor 4:16-18
God's Peace,
Bryan+
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Senior Warden's Message...

In what odd times we live! I have heard people say this all my life but feel that it is a bit more applicable now than in
recent history, or memory. The pandemic has left most people entirely to themselves, sheltered from a potential
danger, and isolated from those whom they love. But we are never truly alone, no mater how it seems at times,
especially now. The Divine is always near and within our touch, we may just need to allow ourselves to listen and
feel Its presence.
While is unpleasant to be apart, what is exciting is that the Parish has not been stagnant! We did not simply close the
doors and say, “see you when we see you,” but rather developed new and innovative says to maintain our community.
I feel that nightly Compline during the week has been one of the most important expansions that the Parish has
made during this time. Each video regularly receives over 50 views with some going well over 100 and higher! We
have had people who reside outside of our immediate community, state, and even county watching and worshiping
with our community each week, people that St. Paul’s could never have reached before. I would like to thank all who
participate in leading Compline each night for their time and commitment. We have steadily expanded the leaders
for nightly worship and would encourage you to contact Fr. Bryan if you feel led to lead worship for an evening.
I look forward to when we can all gather together, in person, and worship the Risen Lord. God is good, and He has
been very good to our little Parish!
Stay safe and stay healthy,
Dusty Gilmore, Senior Warden
St. Paul's Episcopal Church

St. Paul's Episcopal Church

"Wherever you are in your journey of faith...We welcome you."
Contact Us
Phone: (478)-743-4623
Email:
office@stpaulsmacon.org
Website: www.stpaulsmacon.org
Address:
753 College Street
Macon, GA 31201

Volunteers
Teri Kramer, Treasurer
finance@stpaulsmacon.org
Russell Lewis, Chancellor
RLewis6271@aol.com
Tamika Sanders, Clerk
amikatay@cox.net

St. Paul's Staff
The Rev. Bryan Hinson, Rector
bryan@stpaulsmacon.org
The Rev. Dr. Gary Abbott,
Retired Priest-in-Residence
Leah Lowndes, Parish Administrator
office@stpaulsmacon.org
Akram Saymeh, Bookkeeper
finance@stpaulsmacon.org
Nadine Cheek, Organist/Choirmaster
nwhitney57@cox.net
Dena Hobbs, Campus Ministry
denadouglashobbs@gmail.com
Mary Patmon, Custodian

St. Paul's Episcopal Church Vestry

Dustin Gilmore, Sr. Warden (briteidea@yahoo.com), Alex Mitchell, Jr. Warden (alexandeyleen@hotmail.com),
Billie Abbott (gb.abot@yahoo.com), Andrea Freeman (andrea.freeman@coxmedia.com), Sean McCrackin
(scmccrackin@yahoo.com), Tamika Sanders (amikatay@cox.net), Charlie Bradshaw (charbrad67@gmail.com),
Teri Kramer (terikramer@southernassociationservices.com), Nancy Ogilvie (harriette60@gmail.com)

Submit articles & news for St. Paul's communications to office@stpaulmacon.org
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Searching
for
Lost
Sheep
Save the dates for St. Paul's
Parish Night In: Virtual Trivia
Nights! Join us on August 12th
and September 9th at 6:30 pm for
Trivia & cocktails via Zoom
hosted by Charlie Bradshaw.
Follow E-news for more
information.

Do you know someone who has slipped through the cracks? Our
Pastoral Care team is working diligently to connect to all our
people. Our care for one another, however, is the work of all the
baptized! If you know someone who lacks communication
technology or is otherwise disconnected, please reach out to them.
You may also contact Kathy Sprenger (720- 275-6655) or the
Pastoral Care Monthly captain (listed below). Like the Good
Shepherd, we strive to leave no one behind!
Pastoral Care Team Monthly Captains
July - Mary Burt
August - Mary MacNeil
September - Callie Millis
Vestry Areas of Ministry

Diocesan clergy gather regularly to contemplate being
the Church in our COVID-19 world

Diocesan Survey

The Diocese of Atlanta is asking churches to participate in
a diocesan-wide survey regarding re-gathering. This survey
is meant to gauge parishioner responses to possible
precautions and policies that will come with safely regathering. St. Paul's will be participating, with the survey
and further instructions being sent through our weekly enews. Subscribe by visiting www.stpaulsmacon.org.

Dusty Gilmore: Sr. Warden, Personnel, Sign
Task Force
Alex Mitchell: Jr. Warden, Property &
Grounds, 150th Capital Task Force
Billie Abbott: Worship, Outreach
Nancy Ogilvie: Outreach
Tamika Sanders: Stewardship, Pastoral Care,
Formation, Children & Youth
Andrea Freeman: Parish Life, Friends of Art &
Music
Charlie Bradshaw: Parish Life, Fellowship
Sean McCrackin: Hospitality & Invitation
Teri Kramer: Administration,
Communication, Finance

"Let Us Pray": Praying our St. Paul's Prayer Lists
We pray for those on our parish prayer list: Andrea, Anna, Becky, Bob, Brad, Bubber, Carol,
Elizabeth, Estella, Eve, Frances, the Garner family, George, Geraldine, the Greene family, the
Gregory family, Harriette, Helen, Ishmael, James, Jamie, Jim, Julie, Kaleb, Madeline, Matthew,
Martha, Melissa, Mike, Nadine, Nathaniel, Nichal, Pam, the Parker family, Phil, Ramsey, Robert,
Roslyn, Roy, the Sanders family, Terri, Victor, Walter, Wesley, William, William
We pray for those on our long term parish prayer list: Amy, Becky, Betty, Bess, Bob, Cathy,
Chris, Connie, Cynthia, Danny, Dawn, Debbie, Francis, Hill, Howard, Jack, Jay, Jerry, Jessica, Jill,
Jim, Jimmy, Jonas, Julie, Karen, Kay, Kelly, Laverne, Mackenna, Marian, Mercer, Mike, Nicholas,
Patrick, Rebecca, Red, Rhonda, Richard, Ruth, Shirley, Thom, Toni, Tony
We pray for our ministries with Campus Ministry, Daybreak, Haitian Hope, Loaves and Fishes,
Path to Shine, St. Paul’s Apartments and Village, and Weekend Lunch.

The next edition of the Epistle will cover from October - November of 2020

The Epistle | August 2020

Page 4

Happy Birthday & Anniversary!
August Birthdays

8/01: Teri Kramer & Nancy Ogilvie
8/06: Leah Lowndes
8/07: Walter Massey
8/08: Mariann Evans & Jim Tonn
8/09: Tamika Sanders
8/10: Norman Glover
8/11: Pamela Lightsey
8/12: Teri Yeomans
8/23: Kay Moore & Gail Moulton
8/29: Sandy Cadle
8/31: Dennis Huthnance & Joni Woolf

September Birthdays

9/03: Stanley Brown
9/08: Albert Yefko & Mark Thompson
9/09: Danny Porter
9/10: Margaret McMichael
9/11: Catherine Liles
9/12: Stacy Hinson
9/13: Dawson Moore
9/15: Christopher Stokes
9/21: Kay Davis
9/24: George McCommon
9/26: Gary Abbott+
9/30: Becky Oliver

August & September Anniversaries
8/21: Wesley & Amelda Chapman
8/23: Charles & Emily Cook
8/26: John & Mary Patmon
8/31: Glenn & Kathy Sprenger
9/04: Jim & Linda Tonn
9/07: Brother & Catherine Liles
9/07: Ranny & Gail Moulton
9/22: Wesley & Tanya Edge
9/27: Steven & Tamika Sanders
9/28: Monty & Carol Cheshire
9/30: Brant & Andrea Freeman
9/30: James & Jodi Palmer

Memorials
The following memorials were submitted for publication by Emily Cook due to the women's
various connections to St. Paul's Episcopal Church.
Marianna Mitchell Cooke was the only daughter of the late Rev. Donald G. Mitchell who was a
priest associate at St. Paul's and the author of the 1970 book One Hundred Years of St. Paul's
Episcopal Church. She was the great-granddaughter of St. Paul's founder and first priest, the
Rev. Henry K. Rees. Mrs. Cooke died July 5 and was buried in Roswell, GA. See
www.roswellfuneralhome.com, or macon.com/obituaries for the full obituary.
Sara Thurston Williams was a long-time and beloved member of St. Paul's until her health
necessitated a move to Atlanta to be nearer family. She died June 19 and services were held at
The Cathedral of St. Philip. A portion of her obituary was devoted to her time at St. Paul's. It
read, in part: "At St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Sara’s faith continued to be nourished. The
loving community of St. Paul’s and the church was at the center of her heart. From singing in
the choir to being a lay reader, St. Paul’s was the cornerstone of her life. To advance her
theology knowledge and to better minister to others, she studied Education for Ministry, a four
year program in theological education at the University of the South Theological Seminary,
Sewanee in 1980. Her concerns for all members of her city led her to volunteering with Loaves
and Fishes, caring for the homeless, broadening the exposure for Crisis Line, while actively
working the crisis calls, and donating her time as a lay minister for the women at the Bibb
County Jail." H. M. Patterson and Son assisted the family. See the complete obituary at
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/

Memories from St. Paul's Episcopal Church

Sean & Kristen McCrackin
marry at St. Paul's in
November 2019

Children's Sunday School taught by Debra Wisdom and Kathie Greene &
St. Paul's Kid's Choir, photos submitted by Debra Wisdom

Articles and memories for the next edition of The Epistle are due on September 18, 2020
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St. Paul's Church Office
The Church Office is currently operating through a hybrid of in-person and athome office hours. With the rise of COVID-19 cases in middle Georgia, in-person
office activity is still discouraged. Any office requests are strongly encouraged to
be handled via phone or email or with scheduled office visits only when necessary.

Thursday Bible Study
Our Bible Study will resume on Thursday, September 10, at 10:30
am online. We will begin a detailed study of the Gospel According
to Mark in anticipation of liturgical Year B, which begins on
Advent I and offers readings primarily from Mark throughout the
Church year. All are welcome! You can join at any time. Come as
you are, come as you can, just come! Send an e-mail to the church
at office@stpaulsmacon.org to join.

Christian Formation Opportunities: Coming Soon!
Beginning in the Fall, several Christian Formation opportunities will be announced.
These will include:
- Resuming our weekly Bible Study
- Episcopal 101 (a course for confirmation, or just a refresher)
-A series on Civil Discourse (how to talk about politics & religion like Christians)
This class will be by reservation only.
- Longing for Eucharist (a book study to prepare us to return to the Holy Table)
- Stewardship 365 (practicing stewardship in all aspects of life, all the time)
-Virtual Sunday School (a Sunday Zoom gathering to discuss the lectionary)
Pay special attention to to all our communications for these and other
opportunities, and participate with us as we grow in the knowledge and love of God
and one another!

Virtual Work Day

Sign up for E-News

The Property & Grounds team of St.
Paul's would like to invite everyone to
participate in a Virtual Work Day.
Instead of meeting up on one day to
complete small projects around our
campus, Property & Grounds will
create a list of tasks to be posted
online that individuals or families
may sign up for. Continue to check Enews to participate.

To sign up for E-news, visit our website
at www.stpaulsmacon.org, scroll to the
bottom of the homepage and fill out the
information box titled, "Sign up for ENews and Updates". St. Paul's sends out
Quick News every Tuesday and an
Epistle-ette every Friday.

Men & Women's Breakfasts

All are welcome to join the men & women of St.
Paul's at their respective weekly breakfasts via
Zoom. Each week links are sent out via E-news
for a 9 am breakfast. The men meet on
Thursdays and the women on Fridays.
Sign up for E-News & Stay Connected at www.stpaulsmacon.org
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Appleton's "Free to Read" Summer Program
Each summer, St. Paul's is the host location for Appleton's Freedom School. This year,
the summer program looked a little different but experienced the same success of
summer's past. The following is an excerpt from Appleton's Free-to-Read press release.
"Appleton Episcopal Ministries launched its summer literacy program with 32 rising 1st
through 4th graders on Friday, June 12. The COVID-19 pandemic, school closures, and
requirements for social distancing have prevented Appleton from hosting its 4th annual
Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) Freedom School, so we reimagined our summer literacy
program into Appleton Free to Read Summer. For at least six weeks, Appleton will
deliver healthy food, new books, and engaging curriculum activities to 24 homes (we
have 8 sets of siblings!). Given the challenges of presenting this program, we did not
offer general registration at our partner schools - Ingram-Pye, Riley and Southfield
Elementary schools –but instead contacted previous participants, their now-eligible
siblings, and new Path to Shine participants from those schools.
Appleton Missioner Julie Groce comments, “School is often the most secure
environment that our children experience in their young lives. Our scholars need a
sense of continuity in this unsettling time of isolation and economic disruption. One of
Appleton’s primary priorities is to address children’s literacy, and our summer program
is successfully addressing the need to raise thirdgrade reading scores, thus laying the
groundwork for academic success, graduation, and positive community engagement.
Site testing through the 2019 CDF National Assessment confirmed that 95.0% of our
children did not suffer summer learning slide and either maintained or exceeded their
pre-program instructional reading levels, many by an average of 9 months or more. The
testing average at CDF Freedom Schools nationwide for that same period was 84.5%.
Now, more than ever, Appleton’s summer program is needed to provide our children
with engaging and innovative reading and enrichment activities as well as the
consistency of encouraging mentors and the ongoing relationship with program
personnel."

Path-to-Shine at St. Paul's Episcopal Church
"Path to Shine like everything else has been and is being affected by the virus.
We finished out the last school year by mentors touching base with students
each week using their phones and some FaceTime. The Path to Shine
headquarters also provided a gift card to each family to buy groceries when the
first restrictions were put into place. Each child was also given a summer
activities bag filled with books, school activities and fun things to do.
For this school year, we are planning to try to continue Path to Shine by going
online using the Zoom format beginning the first week in October. Four of the
mentors from last year are returning and willing to work with students using
this format. We are planning for each mentor to meet online with their student
once a week. There is much planning still to do-parents need to be contacted to
enlist students, devices with internet access need to be secured, and times need
to be scheduled for those children who will be able to participate. We are also
planning to provide a monthly bag of activities, supplies and snacks for each
child. How can you help? We will need people to help with purchasing snacks
for these monthly bags. Also, we may need donations of supplies and/or funds
to buy supplies for children’s families who need a little extra help. Path to
Shine will be connecting with you for help with these areas as things get closer
to the start date. Path to Shine is a mentoring program and we want to
continue the ministry of mentoring the children whose lives we have
touched. We hope many of you will join us in this ministry when the call
comes."
Billie Abbott
Affiliate Director
Downtown Macon Path to Shine

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stpaulsmacon.org
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Daybreak: In Need of Volunteers!
"Our volunteer staff has been cut to critical levels due to the current
pandemic. However, the needs of the community we serve are more
prevalent than before. The basic need to survive the heat, to eat, to be
clean. We are seeking anyone with a heart to serve the homeless. Only
thing everyone is now understanding...this time of precaution is not
going away any time soon. Now we have to ask ourselves, how do we
serve those in need, with our Savior's compassion, while maintaining
everyone's safety? Here at Daybreak we set up and follow all safety
measurements set forth by the CDC. We also have stations for taking
temperatures and sanitizing the hand wash sinks throughout the day
You can volunteer as little as 2 hours, one day a week. Here is a list of
times we are open and in need:
- Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 7 am-11 am or 12 pm-4 pm
- Tuesday 12 pm-4 pm
We need volunteers in all stations: cafe, laundry, showers & the
computer/phone room. If you have any questions/concerns or are
willing to help, please call Daybreak at 478-216-9119 and ask for
Volunteer Coordinator Tyia Sprinkle. Or call her directly on her work
cell (478-972-0005)."

Daybreak Donation Needs
-Gloves (latex free/food service)
- Disinfectant Sprays
-Lotions
-New Men & Women's Underwear
-Belts
-Hairbrushes/Combs
- Prodigy Diabetic Glucose
Test Strips
-1cc Insulin Syringes
- Biofreeze
-Orajel
-Instant Grits
-Grape Jelly
-Cortisone Cream
-Men's XL Scrubs

Submitted by Nancy Ogilvie

Loaves & Fishes
"Loaves and Fishes Ministry is pleased to announce that Mr. Jake Ferro has accepted the
position of Executive Director of the ministry. Jake and his family have been long time
supporters of Loaves and Fishes. His granddaughter, Tallulah Neal has been working with
local restaurants and other agencies to provide lunches every Wednesday at the Jack
Steppe Day Life Center. We look forward to working with Jake as we continue to serve our
neighbors. We are adhering to CDC protocols at the Day Life Center. All employees,
volunteers, and clients are screened prior to entering the facility. Temperatures are taken
and all are screened with standard questions regarding any symptoms they might have.
Some services are limited, but groceries, showers and laundry facilities are available. Over
the past 16 weeks during the pandemic we have provided an average of 270 lunches and
326 meals weekly. Daybreak was closed for two weeks due to a positive test in an
individual, and we welcomed their clients at Loaves and Fishes. At this time of uncertainty
during the pandemic, those who serve the least fortunate in our community have
coordinated services to provide continued assistance to our brothers and sisters in need.
At this time, we are not accepting gifts of clothing (please see an earlier letter in the
Epistle-ette from Ms. Sierra Martin of the Ministry). Because of the Covid-19 virus, visits to
the center are discouraged. We will notify you when donations are once again appropriate.
Financial support and prayers are NOT susceptible to the virus, you may continue those
without hesitation!
Thank you, St. Paul’s, for your continued support for Loaves and Fishes. "
Danny Greene
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Representative to the Board
Loaves and Fishes Ministry

Join us for Virtual Church every Sunday at 10 am with Facebook Live
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St. Paul's Schedule
Monday

7 pm, Compline on Facebook Live

Tuesday

7 pm, Compline on Facebook Live

Wednesday

7 pm, Compline on Facebook Live

Thursday

9 am, Men's Breakfast via Zoom
10:30 am, Bible Study/Conversations about Mission via Zoom
7 pm, Compline on Facebook Live

Friday

9 am, Women's Breakfast via Zoom
7 pm, Compline on Facebook Live

Sunday

10 am, Sunday Worship on Virtual Church and Facebook Live
All Zoom links and worship updates are sent weekly via E-news. Subscribe by visiting
wwww.stpaulsmacon.org

Thank you to
all our
Weeknight
Compline
Leaders!

Virtual Church

Remember, you can view Sunday Worship Videos at
anytime on Virtual Church. You can find Virtual
Church www.stpaulsmacon.org/VirtualChurch.
Don't forget to view or print your service bulletin
before worship on Sunday by clicking the PDF icon.

All are welcome to Compline: Every weeknight at 7 pm on Facebook

St. Paul's Episcopal Church
753 College Street
Macon, GA 31201
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